
ST. ALOYSIUS’ CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL 

NEWSLETTER – 31ST JANUARY 2025 

St. Aloysius’ Vision Statement 

 

To know. To love. To serve. 
  

We are an exemplary school that provides a Catholic education to guide and 
support our children, whether Catholic or not, to fulfil their greatest 

potential and demonstrate love, faith and hope to all. 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

We have enjoyed a busy fortnight in school. On Friday we celebrated the launch of Jubilee 2025, 
the theme of which is ‘Hope’. The children watched a welcome message from Cardinal Vincent 
Nichols and he explained that “hope that comes from knowing we are loved by God, the hope we 
can bring to those in most need, and the hope we can bring to our common home, the earth.” 
The children have written prayers and messages of hope on doves and Mrs Mancari-Rees has 
created our very own doorway of hope leading into our Library. 

Today we celebrated the feast of Candlemas with a beautiful Mass in our school hall. Each class 
had their Prayer corner candles blessed. It was even more special to share this with parents in 
attendance. 

In celebration assemblies we continue to focus on this term’s 
value - Kindness.  In Gospel assembly on Monday the children 
were asked “How can you bring 
the Good News to others this 
week?” We also congratulated Eli 
McMahon (Year 4) in assembly last 
week as he was Mascot for Oxford 
United at the Kassam Stadium. 

Please look out for some 
communication around some 
changes to parents' evenings 
which we we till trial for the March 
consultations. These changes are 
based on parental feedback. 

Finally, well done to Year 5 who have completed Bikeability 
training this week. We are fortunate to have a Bikeability 
instructor as a parent (Yuri Silva). The children spent the 
mornings training on the playground and then cycled to Jericho to 
practise on the roads. Such an important skill as Oxford residents! 

Wishing you a lovely weekend, 

Mrs Karen Black, Acting Headteacher. 

This Term’s Value - Kindness 
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CLASSROOM NEWS 
Fir Class have been so enthusiastic the last two weeks about 
our Topic work and have created their own pirate ship which 
they have been having lots of fun playing in. We have also 

used it to help us with parts of our 
English work, based on the book 
‘The Pirates of Scurvy Sands.’ For 
homework last week, I set the 
children a research task to find out 
two or three facts about Grace 
O’Malley. The children did so well 
with this, and we enjoyed sharing 
some of what we found out together 
as a class- great work Year 1! Fir 
Class have also been enjoying their 
Science work recently and have started to learn all about the different 
animal groups and the features that distinguish these animals from 

each other. I have been so impressed with how much knowledge they have absorbed so quickly! 

In Acorn Class this week we have been very busy 
celebrating Chinese New Year. We did all sorts of activities 
around the celebrations, including making some wonderful 
dragon faces and bodies, decorating role play masks and 
designing our own paper lanterns, which we hung in our 
Chinese restaurant role play area. In Literacy we read ‘The 
Chinese New Year Story’, and then re-told it using props, 
models and a story tray to help us. We were able to name 
and count all twelve animals in the story and talk about 
what they did. In Maths we looked at Chinese numbers 1-
10 and have continued with our 1:1 counting. 

The past two weeks have been filled with exciting learning experiences in Chestnut Class! Last 

week, we explored the classic tale of Little Red Riding Hood, using maps to imagine her journey 

and discussing local landmarks she might pass. The children then created their own maps, 

recalling key locations and characters while adding some imaginative places, which they labelled 

using their phonic knowledge. We also started thinking about healthy eating, discussing which 

foods are good for us and what healthy snacks Little Red Riding Hood could take to Grandma’s 

house. This week, we have been celebrating Chinese New Year and welcoming the Year of the 

Snake. The children enjoyed learning the story behind the Chinese zodiac and discovering how 

this special occasion is celebrated. They had lots of fun creating colourful dragons, ready for an 

exciting dragon dance with Acorns! In Maths, we have been comparing quantities, focusing on 

sets of objects without being influenced by colour, shape, or size. The children have been 

learning to recognise when groups are equal or unequal and how to adjust them to make them 

the same. We’re also reinforcing key language such as more than, fewer than, and an equal 

number. In Art, the children produced some brilliant charcoal drawings of wolves, showing great 

creativity and attention to detail. Well done Chestnuts, for another fantastic fortnight of learning! 
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CLASSROOM NEWS 
Fig Class have been working very hard! In English, the children have written some wonderful 
character descriptions about the Iron Man, using lots of adjectives and similes! As homework the 
children were challenged to describe their favourite character from a book, film or tv show. I 
have really enjoyed reading their descriptions of characters such as Bluey, Aladdin and Thomas 
the Tank Engine! In Topic, the children have been enjoying exploring the life of George 
Stephenson, we even took a sneak peek inside his house and considered the differences between 
his house in the 1800s to our homes today. We had a friendly Phonics competition in Fig Class, in 
teams the children had to write as many words as they possibly could with a certain sound in 
them. Well done to Team Fabulous who were our winners! 

Willow Class 
has shown 
great interest 
in our Topic, 
learning about 
when the 
Ancient 
Egyptian 
civilisation 
started and 

understanding how we know about the History. In Maths, we have been learning Algebra, solving 
function machines and forming equations. The class are really enjoying our class book 'Secrets of 
a Sun King'. The children are predicting what might happen next in the story and continuing the 
narrative. In Science, we have been learning about the blood vessels in our body and 
investigating heart rate. We have been comparing the Gospel accounts of the Baptism of Jesus in 
RE. The class enjoyed having a visit from the injury prevention education programme (IMPs), 
learning important first aid skills to respond effectively if an incident occurs. 

Bay Class has been working incredibly hard during 
the past two weeks! In English, they have finished 
their narrative pieces, continuing the story of Percy 
Jackson and the Lightning Thief. Their creative 
endings were a joy to read. Building on our term topic, 
we have started exploring a collection of Greek myths, 
which has sparked some fantastic discussions about 
their themes and messages. The children have 
identified common characteristics of myths and will 
soon be writing their own. In Maths, they have 
completed their multiplication and division exam successfully and have 

now moved on to the second part of our fractions unit. It has been wonderful to see them 
applying their knowledge with confidence. In PE, we have been focusing on teamwork and 
problem-solving through our Adventure Education unit and it has been fantastic to watch the 
children collaborate and think creatively to tackle different challenges. 
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CLASSROOM NEWS 
Ash Class have been working very hard this week in English and will be publishing their diary 
entries today. They have written these from the perspective of Eve, a young black girl, who lived 
during Elizabethan times. In Maths we have been really challenging the children and learning 
how to multiply 2-digits by 2-digits. Lots of the children have been showing amazing 
determination and resilience in this area of maths. With continued practice they will master this 
area of calculation. Don’t give up year 4! A special mention has to go to Eli who was a mascot for 
Oxford United at the weekend. We are extremely proud of you Eli and hope to see you playing on 
the pitch in the future. 

The last two weeks in Oak Class have been busy! We have been busy learning how to multiply 
and divide 2-digit numbers with exchanges, using partitioning to help. In English, we have 
started looking at our new book ‘How to wash your woolly mammoth’, which will lead us onto 
writing out our own set of instructions over the next couple of weeks. In our Topic lessons, we 
have been learning about the Palaeolithic and Mesolithic parts of the Stone Age and how life 
changed and shifted from nomadic lifestyles to agriculture. We have been focusing on being 
called by God in RE, we have discovered how people were called by God in the Bible and how we 
build our relationship with God and reconnect with Him when we go to Mass. 
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ATTENDANCE 
The Department for Education and OFSTED define ‘good attendance’ as 96% and above and this 
is a measure that is used to make judgements about the school during inspections. 

As a school, we have developed a traffic light system for monitoring attendance and will share 
our fortnightly figure in newsletters.  

Whole school fortnightly attendance = 95.8% 

We are committed to ensuring that your child receives the best possible education to prepare 
them for the next stage of their life. Each school day is carefully planned and each lesson 
informs a wider programme of learning. Therefore, every lesson really does count. Your child is a 
valued member of our school community and every day missed is a day lost without them. 

GREEN = 96% and above 

AMBER = 92% - 96% *national average 

RED = below 92% 

Diary Dates 
2025 

Wednesday 5th February - Year 3 @ Christchurch College School Music Opportunity (details 
sent separately) 

Friday 14th February - PTA St. Valentine’s Breakfast - 8.00am to 8.35am, school hall 

Friday 14th February - Term Ends @ 3.20pm 

w/b 17th February - HALF TERM HOLIDAY 

Monday 24th February - Spring Term Restarts 

Thursday 6th March - World Book Day 

Tuesday 11th March - Scholastic Book Fair at School (all week) 

Monday 17th March - Year 3 @ Christchurch College School Music Oppor-
tunity 

Tuesday 18th March - Parent Evening Meetings (details to follow) 

Thursday 20th March - Parent Evening Meetings (details to follow) 

Monday 31st March & Tuesday 1st April - Easter Performance 

Friday 4th April - Term Ends @ 1.00pm 

w/b 7th April - EASTER HOLIDAY 

Monday 21st April - Bank Holiday 

Tuesday 22nd April - Start of Summer Term 

School Term 
Dates 

2024/25 

2025/26 

Come and Visit Our 

Library! 

Open Every Friday 

3.30pm – 4.00pm 

https://staloysius.net/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/St-Aloysius-School-Term-Dates-2024-to-2025-UPDATED.pdf
https://staloysius.net/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/Term-Dates-2025-to-2026.pdf
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