
 

 
ST. ALOYSIUS’ CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL 

NEWSLETTER – 25 NOVEMBER 2022 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

 

Thank you for attending Parents’ Evening meetings over the past 
week, this is a valuable opportunity to discuss your child and their 
progress with class teachers, we also look forward to welcoming 
many of you to our Work Sharing afternoons in the coming weeks. 
Please see the separate email sent this week via SchoolComms.  
Over the past few weeks, it has been lovely to welcome Fr 
Dominic, alongside Fr Benedict to teach our Hymn Practices in 
preparation for leading the congregation at The Oratory in music 
for the Feast of the Immaculate Conception on the 8th December. 
DrumBeats have also returned back to school and we have had a 
number of new pupils start strings peripatetic music lessons, it 
really does add to the atmosphere around school and we look 
forward to hearing some of their musical talents in upcoming 
celebration assemblies.  
 
Mrs Hannah Tebb, Headteacher 

 
Classroom News 
 

Ash Class have been exploring the characteristics of non-fiction text before writing their own 
text with the title 'How Mountains are Formed?'. In RE, we have been learning about Mary and 
Martha. They show that we are all different. Regardless of our differences, anyone can show 
their love to God. As Christmas is coming soon, we are also preparing for this by exploring 
different Advent countdowns. We have also learnt about the meaning of courage in PHSE. The 
class have realised that there are difficulties in expressing our differences. In accepting 
themselves, they can overcome their fears. The children are scientists-in-training. They have 
been categorising animals based on their similarities. This has made studying the animals 
easier. 

Fir Class enjoyed a fantastic bus trip on the Oxford Open Top tour bus last week. This has 
helped us to think about the human and physical features of our city. We have enjoyed 
reading the beginning of Alice in Wonderland; the children have written diary entries 
imagining that they are Alice after she has fallen down the rabbit hole. In Maths the children 
have been looking at subtraction and addition facts and looking for patterns to help them. We 
are preparing for the beginning of Advent in RE and have thought about what we hope for. 

 
  

  

Prayer for the 1st 
Sunday in Advent 

 

God of hope, 
As we begin the season of 
Advent, the beginning of 
the Church’s year, open 
our hearts and help us to 
understand the true 
meaning of the word ‘gift’. 
Guide us in our decisions 
and help us to show 
kindness and love in our 
words and in our actions. 
Amen.  



Bay Class have shown great enthusiasm and engagement this week. In English, the pupils have 
enjoyed writing a series of diary entries as an explorer in the South Pole. In Maths, the class 
have been using the area model and column method to solve multiplication questions.  The 
class really enjoyed carrying out an investigation on air resistance in Science, building and 
testing parachutes.  In RE, we have started looking at the meaning of Advent and the story of 
the annunciation of John the Baptist. The pupils have shown great creativity in Music, 
composing and performing a piece in groups based on Antartica. The class continue to show 
great interest and determination in our weekly swimming lessons. 

This week Tigger Class have been learning the story of 'The Little Red Hen' which we have 
learnt through a performance poem. The children have found it very easy to recall the main 
parts of the story because of the rhythm and rhyme when telling it. We enjoyed using claves 
to find the 'pulse' of the poem as we said it out loud. This has been 
recorded and uploaded to Tapestry if you wish to see it in action! See the 
photo for our tuff tray story telling area which the children have loved. In 
Maths the children have been using the language of 'part' and 'whole' to 
describe toys, food and numbers. We have enjoyed exploring this concept 
with toys that come apart such as Mr Potato Head and duplo trains. We 
have also been working hard to learn the songs for our Christmas Nativity 
which is fast approaching - keep a look out for letters coming home about 
what part your child will be playing!  

Acorn Class have been continuing our topic of ‘People who help and care for us’, pretending 

last week to be police officers!  The children enjoyed making their own hats and badges and I 

was particularly impressed with their cutting skills. We learnt about being brave and how 

police officers help us in the community, from catching baddies to helping direct traffic. 

Unfortunately I got a little too caught up in the imaginative play outside and ended up in 

prison myself! Alongside this topic, we read Goldilocks and the Three Bears and Acorns came 

in one morning to find themselves having to investigate the crime scene at the Bears’ 

cottage! They used their investigative skills to look at the broken chair, empty porridge bowl, 

footprints and dusted for fingerprints and deduced there was only one person responsible! 

Another mystery solved in Acorns! This week we are learning about the important role that 

doctors, nurses and paramedics play in our community and the children have been bandaging 

each other, taking temperatures and responding to emergencies! Francis and Arthur in 

particular helpfully removed some nasty spikes from my arm and gave me injections 

afterwards! We have also been reading The Gingerbread Man, acting out the story ourselves 

with puppets and we will hopefully be making some of our own this week! In Phonics we 

continue to explore rhyme and also tuning into different sounds. This ties nicely in with 

Maths, where we have explored up to number 5 now and have been learning how we cannot 

only count objects but also sounds, using tubes and conkers and our listening ears of course! 

Nativity singing practice is in full swing and the children are really rising to the challenge of 

learning the songs and actions. Keep up the good work Acorns! 

Oak Class have started our last Maths unit before Christmas: Multiplication and 

Division. We have spent time using concrete materials to represent equations in 

different ways. Our reports about the Amazon Rainforest came out beautifully!  

We are now looking into the effects of deforestation and will be writing 

persuasive letters to decision makers about our views on this. In preparation, 

we have had a debate about the benefits and costs of deforestation - we loved 

it! The picture shows two pupils reading about an animal endangered by 

deforestation. We have just begun to study Advent. We looked at the Annunciation story and 

two paintings of it. This helped us to see Mary's reaction. We did some imagining about how 

we would feel if we were Mary in the story. This week in Music, we used body percussion to 

make the sound of a rainstorm in the Amazon. We were fascinated by it! 



In Fig Class the children have been very busy. In English, they started their new class book 
‘Pattan’s Pumpkin’ which is set in India. They compared Pattan’s life in India to their life in 
Oxford. They predicted what Pattan might use his pumpkin for when it began to grow. They 
came up with lots of great ideas. Some of them thought he would use his pumpkin to make 
pie for the animals! They wrote letters to Pattan to give him some ideas of ways he could use 
his gigantic pumpkin! In Maths they have started subtracting numbers. They use the base 10, 
blocks and 100 squares to help them find the answers. In our Topic lessons the children have 
started looking at how they use a key on a map to help them understand what the symbols 
mean. They created their own map keys which they will use to help them design their own 
map. During road safety week we talked about all the ways they can stay safe on their bikes 
or when they are walking. They came up with a list of equipment they need such as a high-vis 
jacket and a helmet and what they need to think about when they are out and about! 

Willow Class have been busy this week mastering all-things Fractions; we have learnt to 
recognise equivalent fractions, to simplify fractions and to add and subtract 
fractions. But that has only been a fraction of our time as we have also been 
revising our timestables. In English, we have created a beautiful display 
showcasing our poems based on Maya Angelou's poem titled 'Life doesn't  
frighten me at all'. We are enjoying learning about different persuasive 
writing tecniques and are considering the impact of persuasive narratives to 
inform an audience, drafting some great persuasive speeches. In RE we have 
explored the role of the disciples and  considered the cost of 
discipleship. We have looked at their sacrifice and why 
Jesus called particular people to follow him. We have loved 
investigating the events in Roman Pompeii. This week we 
have written newspaper articles reporting on the 
devastation of the eruption of Mount Vesuvius. Finally, we 
have been listening to the speeches of prospective 
candidates of Eco council. I was inspired by their passion 
and determination. 

Diary Dates 
 

Tuesday 29th November – Acorn Open Classroom 
Tuesday 29th November – Fir Class Work Sharing 
Wednesday 30th November – Willow Class Work Sharing 
Thursday 1st December – Reception 2023 Open Morning 
Thursday 1st December – Oak Class Work Sharing  
Monday 5th December – Fig Class Work Sharing 
Tuesday 6th December – Tigger Open Classroom 
Tuesday 6th December – Ash Class Work Sharing 
Wednesday 7th December – Acorn, Tigger and Fir Class 
Nativity - PLEASE NOTE: CHANGE OF DATE 
Thursday 8th December – Whole School Mass at The Oratory 
Thursday 8th December – Bay Class Work Sharing 
Friday 9th December – 3.20pm – 5pm PTA Christmas Fair 
Friday 9th December – 6pm - Y6 Confirmation at The 
Oratory 
Wednesday 14th December – Pantomime: Cinderella 
Thursday 15th December – School Christmas Lunch 
Monday 19th December – 6pm Bay and Willow Carol Service 
at The Oratory 
Tuesday 20th December – Last day of Autumn Term – finish 
at 1pm 

AS THE WEATHER IS 
BECOMING COLDER AND RAIN 
IS MORE LIKELY, PLEASE 
REMEMBER TO SEND YOUR 
CHILD TO SCHOOL WITH A 
COAT.  

POLITE REMINDER – 
PARKING 
 
Please ensure that you are 
parking in a marked bay.  
 
We also ask that you are 
mindful of children crossing 
roads and cycling to and 
from school as you park and 
pull away.  
 
Please ensure that you and 
your children are crossing 
roads in a safe location.  



   

 

  

@AloysiusSchool 

https://twitter.com/AloysiusSchool
https://twitter.com/aloysiusschool?lang=en-GB&scrlybrkr=cb49075f
https://staloysius.net/vacancies/
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/schools/apply-school-place/reception-applications
https://www.nextthing.education/product/st-ebbes-primary-school-christmas-camp/
https://www.canva.com/design/DAFHPnuv-C4/eaGgfOEbtv3Ro4d8tuCNcw/view?utm_content=DAFHPnuv-C4&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=publishsharelink

