
 

ST. ALOYSIUS’ CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL 
NEWSLETTER – 14 OCTOBER 2022 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
 

Today we celebrated our Harvest 
Festival assembly in school, 
giving thanks for all that we have 
been given with prayers and 
songs. Thank you to all our 
families for your kind donations 
towards the Community 
Emergency Foodbank, to help 
those in our local community.  
This week we were fortunate to 
have an assembly led by Fr 
Benedict, our School Chaplain, 

about St John Henry Newman who lived in Oxford two 
hundred years ago and was important in the formation of 
the Oratory. Fr Benedict even brought a relic to show us – a lock of St John Henry’s hair. We 
also had our Open Morning for prospective reception class families this week and our Year Six 
pupils were commended for their informative tours and friendly and mature nature and 
parents commented on the sense of community and work ethic within the school. 
 
Mrs Hannah Tebb, Headteacher 

 
Classroom News 
 

In Bay Class, pupils have really enjoyed planning and writing their own 

narrative based on our class book Brightstorm.  In Maths, we are using the 

column addition and subtraction method to solve problems with more than 

4-digit numbers. The class show great interest in Science, learning about 

constellations and creating their own 3D models. The class enjoyed creating 

paintings of our solar system in Art. In RE, the pupils have been 

exploring miracles performed by Jesus in the Bible and retelling 

the story from a character's perspective. The pupils show great 

teamwork in PE learning ball skills and playing matches. 

In Maths, Oak Class are learning about addition and subtraction.  We have learned multiple 

representations, including the column method.  This week we wrote cinquain poems and 

focused on using effective words.  Learning about rhyme and rhythm has kept us on our toes!  

We have made great progress with writing rhyming lines and will write our own poems next 

week.  We will have a Poetry Reading where we will all have the chance to read aloud one of 

the poems we have written.  We have been learning about prayer for the last two weeks.  We 

have drawn some of the special places for prayer we have in our lives, as well as talked about 

some significant prayers and symbols in the Catholic Church.  We have excitedly started 

learning about tropical rainforests in Geography.  So far we have learned about where in the 

world they are, their climate, and their layers. 



We have become authors this week in Willow Class and  have enjoyed 

writing our own adventure narratives. We have experimented using different 

writing techniques to increase suspense and have produced thrilling novels. 

To ensure our narratives  were fit for any book store we have designed and 

created our own book covers using water colour paints. In Maths we have 

reviewed our knowledge of prime numbers and are mastering the skill of 

long multiplication, taking our time to learn the method and applying it to 

as many four- digit numbers as we can. In RE we have considered why Moses 

was chosen by God and compared his characteristics to the earlier prophets of Abraham and 

Noah. We enjoyed considering the relevance of the 10 commandments for people today and 

which commandment, if any, is the most important. We have been fortunate to have a Sports 

Science pupil from Cherwell school visit our class this week who has led us in our PE lessons. 

We had a basketball lesson where we were taught how to improve our shooting and a football 

lesson where we learnt how to dribble the ball. 

We have all been busy in Fir Class exploring the dangers of the Big Bad Wolf to Little Red 

Riding Hood, Grannies and the three little pigs. The children have enjoyed reenacting and 

writing about fairy tales. We have focussed on forming sentences using our phonic knowledge 

and basic punctuation. We have also learned and performed songs which tell of these 

dastardly deeds. We continue to learn new sounds using our Read Write Inc sessions and are 

being introduced to joined writing. In Maths we are exploring the concepts of comparing 

numbers using greater than, less than and equal to. The children have enjoyed this concept 

as we chomp the larger number like Mrs Alligator. I am sure they will have you singing along 

too! In RE we have continued to build upon our understanding of God’s creation and our 

gratitude for the World that we have been given and the talents that we can use to ensure we 

take care of each other and our environment. We have explored the lives of St Bernadette, as 

her relic visits the UK, and the selfless care that St Francis of Assisi demonstrated to those 

around him. The children will now consider the role that celebrations play in our family, 

community and life of prayer and faith. As the seasons change Fir Class scientists are learning 

about the structures and seasonal changes in plants and trees. You may hear our budding 

weather reporters over the next few weeks as we learn about the changes in our climate. Can 

I remind you that our PE days are Monday and Wednesday and the children do need a change 

of shorts or jogging bottoms and suitable trainers. This also helps to promote the children’s 

independence as they change themselves for the lesson. 

Tigger Class have had a busy week focusing on Autumn and reading some of The Percy the 

Parkkeeper stories. The children have set up an experiment with pieces of apple in plastic 

bags and then predicted what might happen to the apple during this week and next. They also 

banged nails into a pumpkin and threaded string round them to create a pattern. They also 

created a variety of patterns last week when weaving with ribbons. In Maths the children 

have been exploring an exciting range of objects, counting them and grouping them into 3s. 

They have also learnt a lovely song with Mrs Robinson about different shapes and colours, so 

they are now excellent at recognising 2D shapes. The children have also started to draw their 

own maps of a park and have made a simple big map when they worked in a group.  

Tiggers have continued to increase the number of sounds they have learnt to read and write, 

and they are now beginning to put some of the sounds together to create simple real and 

nonsense words, which they are then using their 'Fred Fingers' to help them read, each finger 

helps them notice a sound. They have loved playing the phonics fishing game. Many of The 

Tiggers are also now able to write their names. The children always love playing outdoors in 

the mud kitchen, sandpit, water, climbing and using big pieces of chalk to draw with. This 

week they have also been spotting signs of Autumn and in class we have a lovely collection of 

Autumn leaves which have been used in different art and design activities. 

 



Fig Class have been writing stories about going to the beach. We have 

looked closer at adjectives and nouns to make our sentences even better. 

Using our ‘Seaside Poems’ book, we read some poems together and looked 

at tongue twisters. We attempted some of the tongue twisters and talked 

about why they are tricky to say and get our tongues in a twist! We even 

started writing our own. In Maths we have been working on ordering 

numbers. We use our understanding of place value and tens and ones to 

help us work out which number is the smallest and which is the greatest. In 

RE we read Jonah and the Whale and discussed how Jonah might be feeling 

when he is inside the Whale’s tummy. We read some different psalms 

together and talked about what we liked about them and why. We wrote 

our own class psalm together. In Topic lessons we have been acting as 

weather reporters. We chose a country to research for homework and found 

out about the weather in that country. We then used weather symbols and 

placed them on a map of our chosen country. We started planning what we 

will say in our weather report.  

Over the past few weeks, Ash Class have been immersed in story writing. We are reading the 

class book 'To the Edge of the World' by Julia Green. We have paused at the part where Jamie 

ends up alone on an island. The class have been proposing solutions for Jamie's predicament. 

Year 4 are developing their skills at writing. They are using fronted adverbials, similes, and 

metaphors to entertain the reader. These are some of the literary devices that Julia Green 

has used. The aim is for them to write in the style of the author. The theme of Scotland 

extends to PE as well. Ash Class have been learning about Ceilidh! It was a challenge for them 

to dance in time with the music. There are also many steps for them to remember. However, 

Ash Class have nearly mastered their first Ceilidh dance. In RE, we have been exploring The 

Lord's Prayer. We are studying the meaning of prayer. We are also reflecting on gratitude and 

on what God has given us. 

In Acorn Class, we continue our ‘Marvellous Me’ topic and focus on good sharing, working 

together and have begun to develop role play within the class as friendships have blossomed. 

The children have enjoyed playing cafes and birthday parties so nicely together it is lovely to 

see! Not only is this fun but it expands the vocabulary that the children can have access to, 

which is so important for their development. They really are a class of avid book lovers which 

is wonderful, so we set up a library role play and the children loved it, treating the books 

with great care, enjoying stories together and taking turns to be librarians and customers. We 

have begun to think about and look out for signs of Autumn, noticing the changes in the trees 

and weather outside, discussing the animals that might be preparing for the winter months 

and enjoying the story of ‘Owl Babies’, which also focuses on the feelings the Acorns might be 

familiar with. We will continue with Autumn stories and activities as we approach half term. 

We have begun early Phonics games such as listening games, tuning into sounds and reading 

‘Peace At Last’, allowing the children to make and listen to lots of different sounds and 

noises. In Maths we are starting to look at number and shape in more focus, introducing a 

number and shape of the week – this week number one and circles will be our focus. Lining up 

and listening skills were put to the biggest test yet when last week we had a whole school fire 

practice and Acorns were praised highly for their good behaviour and quiet lining up! They 

should all feel very proud of themselves! Well done and keep up the good work Acorns! 

 

AS THE WEATHER IS BECOMING COLDER AND RAIN IS MORE LIKELY, PLEASE REMEMBER TO 
SEND YOUR CHILD TO SCHOOL WITH A COAT.  



 

Remember to follow us 
on Twitter for more 
regular updates! 
@AloysiusSchool 

INFORMATION FOR YEAR SIX PARENTS (click below) 

Diary Dates 
 

17th – 21st October – Y6 Residential 
22nd October - PTA Spooky Disco 
24th – 28th October – HALF TERM 
Tuesday 1st November – 10am - Whole School Mass at 
The Oratory 
Friday 9th December – 6pm - Y6 Confirmation at The 
Oratory 
Wednesday 14th December – Acorn, Tigger and Fir Class 
Nativity (timings to follow) 
Monday 19th December – Bay and Willow Carol Service 
at The Oratory 
Tuesday 20th December – Last day of Autumn Term – 
finish at 1pm 

https://pay.izettle.com/?Vvh-ZD2Yz
https://twitter.com/AloysiusSchool
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/schools/apply-school-place/year-7-applications
https://www.365alive.co.uk/cms/content/walking-children

