
 

ST. ALOYSIUS’ CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL 
NEWSLETTER – 30 SEPTEMBER 2022 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

As things start to feel more autumnal, our focus in school has 
moved towards all that we are grateful for and helping those 
less fortunate than ourselves. Next week sees the start of our 
harvest collection in preparation for our Harvest Festival 
Assembly on Friday 14th October. All donations of food will go 
to help those in our local community through the Oxford 
Community Emergency Foodbank. Please see the email that 
was sent out on Wednesday of this week for more details.  
 
Our virtues of ‘Loving and Compassionate’ continue to 
underpin whole school and class assemblies this half term. 
This week, we learned about St Teresa of Calcutta and how 
she demonstrated love and compassion to others. Once again, 
we have celebrated pupils who have gone above and beyond in 
showing love and compassion in school in our weekly Friday 
celebration assembly. It has also been lovely to have some of 
our Year Six pupils celebrating and sharing their talents by 
playing instruments and singing as the rest of the school come 
into assemblies on Friday afternoons and we hope to extend this to other Key Stage Two 
pupils as the term progresses.  
 

Mrs Hannah Tebb, Headteacher 
 

Classroom News 
 

In Science, Ash Class have been exploring solids, liquids, and gases. We did a science 
experiment which included inflating a balloon and observing a 
chemical reaction. We have had fun in Science, and everyone 
enjoyed the experiment. In RE, Year 4 have been drawing pictures 
of ourselves and writing about what makes us unique. Also, we 
have been learning about the story of Genesis and the Old 
Testament. We have been creating story boards about the Creation 
Story to show our understanding. Finally, in English we have been 

learning about fronted adverbials to make our writing interesting. We have also been 
continuing with exploring the characters in our class book 'To the Edge of the World'. By 
Aroush, Martha and Sam 
 
In Bay Class, the pupils continue to show great interest in our class book, Brightstorm, 
exploring the setting and characters and making predictions.  In Maths, the pupils have been 
representing, rounding and comparing numbers up to one million. The class show great 
engagement in Science, learning about the movement of the earth, sun and moon. The pupils 
enjoyed creating chalk pictures of the moon in Art. In Music, the class showed great creativity 
composing a piece using instruments based on a planet in our solar system. In Topic, the class 
have been using maps to locate places in North and South America. In RE, we have been 
exploring the parable of the three servants, acting out the parable and creating storyboards. 
The class really enjoyed their first swimming lesson this week too. 



In Maths, Fig Class have been partitioning numbers to 100. We used the base 10 and numicon 
to help us find all the ways we can partition numbers. In English, we have carried on reading 
Paddington Bear. We found lots of new vocabulary in the story. We talked about their 
meaning and added them to our word wall. We practised using describing words in our writing 
by creating our own ‘missing’ posters. We have also described characters from the story who 
were missing. We have even started planning our own Paddington Bear stories and came up 
with many great ideas for a story. In our topic lessons we were all given the name of a 
country, a food or a flag. We used the atlases and information sheets to find which country, 
flag and food went together. In our groups, we then used maps to find which continent our 
country was in. It was exciting finding out about our countries given. In RE we began to look 
at some Bible stories. We retold the story of Noah’s Ark and discussed the meaning of the 
word ‘promise’. We also read and discussed the story of Abraham and Isaac. We discussed 
times in our life when we have been asked to do something difficult and how this makes us 
feel. We created story sacks of all the key parts of of the story and talked about why it is 
important to trust God.   
 

Fir Class have had a very busy week! The children are building towards 
writing an extended piece of work based on Little Red Riding Hood, so 
have practised writing different sections of the traditional tale this week 
using well known fairy tale language and phrases. Maths has involved 
recapping counting forwards and backwards and saying what is one more 
than a number.  In RE the children learned about the life of St Francis of 
Assisi and wrote about him.  During our Topic lesson we took a walk 
around the block with our clipboards and mapped the area around our 
school, noticing many physical features. 

 
It has been a busy couple of weeks in Acorn Class as the new starters have continued to 
settle and find their feet, make friendships and learn the routines of the day. Our existing 
Acorns have been setting a very good example for carpet sitting, sharing and listening. I have 
to say, the newer members really are doing a superb job all by themselves as well! Lining up 
and listening skills were tested when we decided to practise our own surprise fire drill and I I 
am pleased to say they all passed with flying colours and marbles were added to the jar! We 
have continued our ‘Marvellous Me’ topic, thinking about what makes us special and unique, 
what we are good at and what we enjoy doing. We have also been focusing on ways in which 
we can make sure we are using kind words, kind thoughts and kind hands, making good 
choices and working together as a team! The children have really enjoyed reading different 
fairy tales and singing different songs as we begin to create a strong foundation to build on 
literacy and maths skills as the year progresses. It is lovely to see them all settle into class so 
well, keep up the good work Acorns! 
 
Willow Class are really enjoying reading FloodLand. Over the last two 

weeks they have written informal letters from the main 
character,  Zoe. We had fun staining paper with tea to 
make the letters look aged; the classroom got very messy! 
Today we practised our oracy skills by delivering 
persuasive speeches about the skills and qualities needed 
to be a good leader. In Maths we have been revising how 
to accurately use the column method for adding and 
subtracting. We have all mastered this skill and have 
moved onto finding common factors. In RE , we can all confidently use a 

Bible and have been reading early Old Testament stories such as The Fall and Cain and Abel. 
We have been considering the importance of free will and what life would be like without it. 
During our topic sessions we are considering the physical features of South America and why 
this part of the world has experienced so many natural disasters. 



 
This week in Tigger Class we have been reading "Handa's Surprise" and 
learning all about the different fruits in Handa's basket. The children 
enjoyed sampling mango, pineapple, avocado, passion fruit, orange, 
bananas and tangerines. We are busy collecting information on which 
is their new favourite fruit! In the photo you can see our tuff tray 
where the children have been using Playmobil to retell the story of 
Handa and Akayo. In Maths we have been learning how to recognise 

amounts up to three without using our fingers to count them. The children have enjoyed 
meeting the numberblocks - fun characters who help us remember how to count. 
Next week, we will continue working on 'Handa's Surprise' and may even try to rewrite the 
story.  
 
In Oak Class we finished our English unit on The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe this week 
by writing a setting description. We used adverbs to imagine Lucy walking through the coats 
and into a setting entirely different to a snowy forest; including a sandy beach, rainforest, 
and abandoned pyramid - just to name a few! In Maths, we continued to learn about place 
value and learned flexible partitioning, played a game to compare numbers, and counted in 
50s.  We are now transitioning to addition and subtraction. Our RE unit on belonging has 
drawn to a close, we learned about the seven sacraments and focused on the Mass and 
Baptism as celebrations of belonging. In Art, we are studying Henri Rousseau this term!  We 
have looked at and discussed some of his work, as well as learned a bit about his life. This 
week, we began working on the final product, 
which is based on his painting of a toucan in a 
rainforest. 

 

Diary Dates 
 

Thursday 13th October – Reception Class 
2023 Open Morning 
Friday 14th October – Harvest Festival 
17th – 21st October – Y6 Residential 
Saturday 22nd October – PTA Spooky 
Disco 
24th – 28th October – HALF TERM 
Tuesday 1st November – 10am - Whole 
School Mass at The Oratory 
Friday 9th December – 6pm - Y6 
Confirmation at The Oratory 
Tuesday 20th December – Last day of 
Autumn Term – finish at 1pm 

ATTENDANCE 

Regular and punctual attendance is vital for 
your child’s wellbeing and progress. Children 
are expected to be in school for 190 school 
days per year. If your child is absent for more 
than seven days over a school year their 
attendance will fall below the expected, 
acceptable attendance.  

Children should only be absent from school if 
they are feeling too unwell to attend. As far as 
possible, routine medical and dental 
appointments should be made for during school 
holidays or outside the school day. Please do 
not book holidays in term time – they will not 
be authorised. Please give your children the 
best opportunity to progress in their learning 
by ensuring they attend school every day and 
do not miss the start and end of term. 
 

 

UNIFORM 

Just a reminder that children should be 
wearing plain grey, black or navy 
trousers, shorts, skirt or pinafore.  

Separate PE trousers or shorts should be 
in school on PE days and children should 
not come to school wearing their PE 
trousers on PE days. 

We know and appreciate that children 
grow at a rapid rate, so remember to 
take advantage of the PTA second hand 
uniform sales that take place monthly! 
 

 



 

 
FOR MORE INFORMATION, CLICK HERE 

Ceramics club have been making Autumn crocuses. 

Remember to follow us 
on Twitter for more 
regular updates! 
@AloysiusSchool 

Mrs Keys, one of our regular supply teachers, runs  
Wild Woodland Adventures. 

Email hello@wildwoodadventures.com  
for more details! 

INFORMATION FOR YEAR SIX PARENTS (click below) 

https://www.canva.com/design/DAFHPnuv-C4/eaGgfOEbtv3Ro4d8tuCNcw/view?utm_content=DAFHPnuv-C4&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=publishsharelink
https://twitter.com/AloysiusSchool
mailto:hello@wildwoodadventures.com
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/schools/apply-school-place/year-7-applications

