
 

ST. ALOYSIUS’ CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL 
NEWSLETTER – 16 SEPTEMBER 2022 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

It has been a positive start to the academic year and it has been wonderful to welcome new 
families to our school community, as well as to welcome back familiar faces. We started the 
year with a whole school Mass in the hall to celebrate Our Lady’s birthday on the 8th 
September. Our assemblies this half-term are focussed on the virtues of ‘Loving and 
Compassionate’ and we are talking about ways that we can be loving and compassionate, 
both at school and in our homes. Mrs Mancari-Rees and our Year 6 pupils have led the school 
in creating a prayer space to remember Queen Elizabeth II and for pupils to pray for the 
repose of her soul. We continue to pray for her family at this time.  
 

Mrs Hannah Tebb, Headteacher 

 
Goodbye 
Sadly, we said a temporary goodbye to Mrs. Hendry who left our Early Years team this week to 
start her maternity leave. Mrs. Hendry is planning to return to St. Aloysius’ next September and 
hope that she enjoys the time with her family. 
 

Classroom News 
Willow Class have started their first book of the academic year - Floodland. 
We have enjoyed predicting the plot by looking at six different versions of 
the book's front cover and reading the first chapter. This week we have been 
retrieving key skills and information in Maths focusing on Place Value. We 
have been ordering and writing numbers up to 10,000,000. In RE we have 
been learning about St Aloysius. We have learnt about 
his love and compassion to all and that he is the Patron 
Saint of students. Our topic this term is Natural 
Disasters. We have learnt to read a 4 and 6-figure grid 

reference and know at least five common symbols found on an OS map. 
 
Oak Class have made a great start to the year. In English this week, we started our The Lion, 
The Witch and the Wardrobe unit. Already, we are captivated by the story and have enjoyed 
doing drama and discussion to engage with the text. In Maths, we are focusing on place value.  
We have looked at different ways to represent numbers including partitioning, number lines, 
dienes, and place value counters. Our first RE unit focuses on belonging.  The children will 
learn about Baptism and the structure of the first part of Mass. In Science, we started our 
study of animals including humans with a guest speaker!  We met an x-ray technician who 
taught us about skeletons and some of the scientific names of bones.  Quiz your child and see 
which bones they can name! 
 
Fir Class have settled in brilliantly to Year 1.  They have spent the time exploring their new 
classroom and catching up with each other after the long summer break. We started our 
English lessons looking at fairytales. The children will be working towards writing their own 
versions in a couple of weeks. In Maths the children have been exploring different ways to 
sort objects and also counting to 20 and ordering numbers. During RE the children wrote 
prayers for Queen Elizabeth ll. A great start to Year 1! Well done Fir Class! 
 



Bay Class have made a great start to the new school year. The pupils have shown great 
interest in our topic: Journeys, using maps to locate countries and major cities in Europe. In 
Maths, we have begun looking at place value, representing, comparing and rounding numbers 
up to one hundred thousand. In English, the pupils are enjoying our class book Brightstorm, 
exploring the setting and characters and making predictions.  In Science, we have begun our 
first topic on Space, exploring the movement of planets in our solar system. In RE, we are 
learning about the stories of creation. The pupils enjoyed creating prayers this week for 
Queen Elizabeth. 
 
Tigger Class have settled well into their new classroom and have begun to learn the daily 
routine of school. We have enjoyed starting everyday with some 'Wake up Shake up!' and then 
having plenty of busy time with engaging activities for the children to explore. We have 
begun to create small booklets about ourselves and our families and everyone in Tigger has 
completed beautiful self-portraits and collages of their faces. The children have enjoyed 
meeting Aloysius (our school teddy) who was a bit nervous about starting school, but they 
soon helped her settle in! 
 
In English this term, Ash Class are studying the book, 'To the Edge of the World' by Julia Green. 

We started by predicting what the edge of the world looks like. We learnt 
what 'narrative' and 'genre' means. So far, the book is very interesting and 
the writer creates suspense, making us want to read on such as when Jamie 
finds mysterious footprints. Aria and Lucas 
Year 4 have had a really good start to the term. We started the term by 
writing our goals and what we want to achieve this year. The children have 
also enjoyed exploring the journey or a river, and learning about the rivers 

in our local area. In Maths, Ash Class have been working hard to practice our times tables. 
Some Year 4s have also been playing 'gladiators' to help us learn them! Miss Chan 
 
Welcome back to the Acorns who joined us last year and a warm welcome to our newest 
Acorns! All the children have settled in really well and I am already seeing wonderful 
examples of good sharing and playing, as well as helping to tidy up and following the routines 
of our day, which is great to see! As well as exploring all the classroom has to offer, we have 
been enjoying the great outdoors and making the most of the warm weather (and occasional 
shower!) We have also been practising beautiful carpet sitting, switching on our listening ears 
and enjoying lots of stories and puppet songs, for which there is never a shortage of willing 
volunteers! We have just started our first topic “Marvellous Me” and the children have been 
painting wonderful self- portraits to decorate the classroom! They have already begun to 
build some lovely friendships and are growing in confidence every day, so all in all, a great 
start to the new year! 
 
We have had an exciting start to the year in Fig Class. We have been getting used to sitting at 
big tables in our new classroom. We started our class book ‘A Bear Called Paddington’. We 
read the first chapter and decided to act it out to help us remember what happened. Using 
highlighters, we searched for some unfamiliar words in the text and talked about their 
meaning. We also watched the video of the Queen and Paddington having tea together. In 
Maths, we have focused on number lines, practising drawing our own number lines, using a 
ruler, and labelling it. Our number lines went up in 1s, 2s, 5s and 10s. We had a go at 
estimating where numbers to 100 would go on a number line. In our topic, we made a mind 
map together of everything we already know about countries and oceans. We had cut outs of 
each continent and had a go at placing them in the right place on blue paper to create a 
world map. In RE, we learnt about how the Bible is split into two parts – the New Testament 
and the Old Testament. We talked about the Gospels and discussed Bible stories and whether 
we think they are in the Old Testament or New Testament. We had a look at Bibles together 
and found the stories we had talked about.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Diary Dates 
 

Monday 19th September – Bank Holiday in 
commemoration of Queen Elizabeth II 
17th – 21st October – Y6 Residential 
24th – 28th October – HALF TERM 
Tuesday 1st November – 10am - Whole 
School Mass at The Oratory 
Friday 9th December – 6pm - Y6 Confirmation 
at The Oratory 
Tuesday 20th December – Last day of 
Autumn Term – finish at 1pm 

DrumBeats  

Guitar and Drum Lessons 
 
We are pleased to be able to welcome 
back Drumbeats. If you are interested in 
your child starting or continuing lessons, 
please click on the link below for more 
information. www.drum-beats.co.uk 
 

PARKING – POLITE REMINDER 
 
We have had a number of complaints from our 
neighbours regarding inconsiderate parking at 
drop off and at the end of day. Please ensure 
that you are parking within marked bays and 
that you are NOT blocking driveways. 
 

 
TO REGISTER, CLICK HERE 

 

ROAD SAFETY 
 
Due to parking bays being full, there are an 
increasing number of pupils being dropped off 
in the middle of the road, being left to cross 
unsupervised and often in a rushed manner. 
Your child’s safety is of paramount importance 
to us so please be mindful as you drop off your 
child in the mornings. 
 

Remember to follow us on Twitter! 
@AloysiusSchool 

http://www.drum-beats.co.uk/
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=1psWpRy2xUS79XR1D31bwbqDBBEE2ddIrWQhabGgcShUQkJVN1U4UDdCT1RDSFdKQTJNV0ozSUg0Vi4u
https://twitter.com/AloysiusSchool

