
 

 

Year 1 Topic Overview Spring Term 2022 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

Real P.E 
Movement – running, jumping, climbing 
Social skills – turn taking, collaborative work 
 Science 

Everyday materials: What materials can 

we find? What would happen if the school 

was made of plastic? Magnets and metals.   

  Seasonal changes - outdoor learning 

   

Topic (History) 

Develop an awareness of passing of time. 

Understand and be able to use vocabulary related to time 

such as past, then, present, now, future. 

Identify differences in toys now and in the past. 

Develop an idea of what toys might look like in the 

future. 

Understand why toys have changed. 

Music 

Rhythm and Rhyme – Children will use 
percussion instruments to create and 
copy rhythm and learn well known 
nursery rhymes. PSHE 

Alive to the World 

The world and me, My Family, Myself and others 

 

 

 

Toys 

Who am I? 
 

How am I made in the image and likeness of God? 

What does it mean to be human? 

Why are other people important? 

 

RE Units 

Key Prayers to learn 

Christmas: to understand and develop 
the children’s knowledge and 
understanding of Christmas. 

Forgiveness: to teach the children the 
importance of forgiveness as a gift we 
receive and as a way we show love. 

Teachings of Jesus: parables and 
miracles 

Lent and Holy Week- link to unit on 
forgiveness and then sequence the 
events in Holy Week. 

Maths 

Counting forwards and backwards within 100.  
Addition and subtraction. 
2D Shapes  
Place value within 50 
Length and height 
Weight and volume 

English 
 
Class Book:  Old Bear by Jane Hissey  
 
Children will develop their understanding of exciting 
events that have happened. For example, in outdoor 
learning. Children will be able to recall the events in 
chronological order and be encouraged to use time 
connectives to show the order. Children will use pictures 
from events such as something they made in outdoor 
learning and use these pictures to help them with their 
recount writing. Children will understand how to write in 
first person. 
Children will recount the key events which occur in the 
‘Old Bear’ stories from beginning to end. Children will 
use their knowledge of recount to write a diary entry 
from the view point of Old Bear.  
Children will have the opportunity to act out and recount 
stories using finger puppets. 
Pencil grip, letter formation and capital letters will form 
the central focus of handwriting lessons.  
 Children will do a variety of speaking and listening 
activities prior to writing to ensure the sentences they 
are creating make sense. 
Phonics teaching through Read Write Inc groups will 
take daily this covers key aspects of reading and spelling 
outcomes.  
 
 
 
Fairytales  
 
Recount 

Art/D.T  
Designing their own toy and deciding what 
materials would work best. 
Drawing a toy from the olden days. 
Building their own toy. 

Computing 

Staying safe online 



 

 

 
 

 

Topic Science 

Key Vocabulary: 
 
Past, present, future, then, now, old, new, change. 

Key Vocabulary: 
 
Everyday materials: 

Rough/smooth, flat/bumpy, sharp/blunt, wood, metal, 
plastic, glass, rock, materials, properties. 
Magnetic, non-magnetic, metal 
 
Seasons:  
Autumn Winter Spring Summer 

Star Questions- these are key things to think about. 

 Topic 
• What are toys? 
• What is history? 
• Can you name 3 differences of toys we play 

with today? 
• Can you design a toy a caveman might have 

played with? 
• Why are toys different now? 

Science 
• Can you draw me a house and name the material? 
• What would happen if school was made of paper? 
• Can you describe what glass and bricks feel like? 

• Are all metals magnetic? 
• What other materials could the three little pigs use to 

build their house? 

 

 

The questions are of increasing difficulty, encouraging pupils to be ‘ambitious for the higher gifts’. The four and five star questions are designed to be 

opened ended and rely on higher order thinking. Perhaps these questions could form the basis of discussions at home, as well revisiting key knowledge in 

the first three star questions. 
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