
 

 

 

  

RE 

This term we will start with a unit based on 

Christmas, with a particular focus on Epiphany 

and the visit of the Magi. Following this, we 

will revisit work on Celebrations in the Church 

including the Sacraments of Baptism and 

Marriage. After half term, we will look at Lent 

and how we can prepare ourselves for Good 

Friday and Easter followed by a unit on Holy 

Week before the end of term. 

Topic (History/ Geography) 

Pupils will name and locate the world’s seven continents and five 

oceans as well as locating the Equator, North Pole and South Pole 

on World maps, atlases and globes. identifying seasonal and daily 

weather patterns in the United Kingdom. As part of this we will 

look at animal migration looking at the different environments and 

weather conditions. 

Science 
Plants: As scientists, we will observe and describe how 
seeds and bulbs grow into mature plants. We will set up a 
comparative experiment using a hydroponics method 
growing beans in different environments and observe and 
record what plants need to grow and survival. Following 
this, we will watch the germination process first-hand by 
growing cress. 
 

Living things and their habitats: We will explore and 
compare the differences between things that are living, 
dead, and things that have never been alive. Following 
this, we will identify that most living things live in habitats 
to which they are suited and describe how different 
habitats provide for the basic needs of different kinds of 
animals and plants, and how they depend on each other.  
 

Big Question: 
What am I? 

How am I made in the image and likeness of God? 

What does it mean to be human? 

Why are other people important? 

English                                           

Class Book:  Migration- incredible animal journeys by Mike 

Unwin and Jenni Desmond and Journey by Aaron Becker. 

  
• Creating adventure stories  

• Migrating animal non-chronological reports 

• Newspaper reports 

• Persuasive writing 

• Writing a biography on Sir David Attenbourgh 

The Great Kapok Tree by Lynne Cherry will be used as a shared 

reading with the whole class.  

Grammar: 

• Expanded noun phrases 

• Co-ordinating joining words (conjunctions)  

• Subordinating joining words (conjunctions)  

• Use of present and past tense including the progressive form 

• Apostrophes for singular possession  

• Apostrophes for contractions 
 

Reading comprehension: reading for meaning- using information 
texts looking at layout, language choices and features of these texts. 
In fiction books using evidence from the text to support answers. 

Year 2 Topic Overview Spring Term 2021 

Journeys- animal migration 

Maths  
We will begin the year revisiting and continuing work on 
multiplication and division, recalling multiplication facts 
and their corresponding division calculation as well as 
using concrete objects to solve multiplication and division 
calculations. Following this, we will look at reading and 
making charts and graphs and investigating properties of 
shape before ending the term with a unit on fractions. 

Art/D.T A Journey of animals through art. 

Animal-Human Hybrid Portraits: exploring 
colour by making many tones of one colour and 
darken colours without using black producing a 
hybrid-portrait half human half animal.  

Aboriginal Art Animals: creating our own design 
by learning about who the Australian 
Aboriginals are, their symbols and what and 
how they paint. We will experiment with 
different ways of applying paint to achieve 
similar effects to the indigenous patterns and 
depictions of animals, influenced by the natural 
world. 

Artist Study- Antonio Gaudi: designing and 

making our own animal mosaics using the 

trencadis technique, by cutting out pieces of 

paper in different shapes, sizes and colours. 

Mola Art (Folk-Art from Panama): Making 

simple appliqué animal pictures using simple 

sewing stitches with large eye needles.   

Music  
We will be focusing on rhythm and pulse through games, 
instruments and listening tasks.  We will learn some sea shanties 
listening and following the pulse in these songs. 

Real P.E  
Children will learn how to be social and cognitive by 
improving on their static and dynamic balances to agility 
skills and applying these skills to develop combinations. 

Computing 
Pupils will explore algorithms, how they are 
implemented, and how programs follow 
precise instructions. We will be writing our 
own programs using Roamers (programable 
floor robots) and scratch. 

PSHE 

Recognising the strengths of others and thinking about 
how we can help those around us.  

As writers, we will explore the 

purpose of texts being written, 

as well as the audience its 

intended for. Our writing will 

focus on the following genres: 



  

 

TOPIC  SCIENCE 

Key Vocabulary:  
Can you find out the meaning of these words and use them in a sentence 
correctly?  
 

Equator 
North Pole  
South Pole  
Continents  
Oceans 
Seasons 
Weather  
Temperature  

Environment 

Key Vocabulary:  
Can you find out the meaning of these words and use them in a sentence 
correctly?  
 

seed                                                
seedling  
shoot                       
bulb                             
hydroponics                      
nutrients                      
germination  
survival 
habitat  
living    
                      

Star Questions- these are key things to think about. 

*  Can you find the United Kingdom and Europe on a map? 

** Can you name the seven continents and five oceans? 

*** Describe the weather in countries near the equator and those near the 

Poles. Can you give reasons for this?  

**** Explain why the position of a country in the world affects the way 

people live. 

***** If you could live anywhere in the world, where would it be? Give 

detailed reasons for your choice using the key vocabulary we have learned. 

* What is a ‘living thing’? 

** Can you name some different habitats of animals (or plants)? 

*** Describe whether you think the biggest fruits will have the biggest 

seeds? 

**** Why do you think my tomato plant died when I went on holiday for 3  
weeks? 
 

***** If you could be any animal living in its habitat, which would it be and 
why? Give detailed reasons for your choice using the key vocabulary we 
have learned.  

The questions are of increasing difficulty, encouraging pupils to be ‘ambitious for the higher gifts’. The four-and five-star questions are designed to be opened 

ended and rely on higher order thinking. Perhaps these questions could form the basis of discussions at home, as well revisiting key knowledge in the first 

three-star questions.  
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