
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

RE: The story of the people of God 

They will know that the bible is a library 

of books that can be placed in different 

categories; know some stories of 

significant people from the Old 

Testament and their relationship with 

God; know and be able to reflect on the 

ten commandments 

 

Followers of Christ 

They will know that Jesus called many to 

follow him; identify reasons why these 

people responded to his call; identify 

some vocations that exist in the life of 

the Church. 

Topic (History)   

What was life like for the Mayans?  
The Mayan Number and Writing System 

The Lost cities of Ancient Maya 

Religion and Gods 
Exploration and Discovery 

Maya Food 
Maya Housing 

 

Science 
Living Things and their habitats 

• Classification of different animals and learning how 

to use the sub-headings correctly 

• Creating their own animal and use the classification 
key to help them  

• Describe how living things are classified into broad 

groups according to common observable 
characteristics and based on similarities and 

differences, including micro-organisms, plants and 

animals 

• Give reasons for classifying plants and animals 
based on specific characteristics. 

 

Big Question: Where am I? 

Where are we going? 

What has God given us? 

 
The Ancient Maya Civilisation 

English 

Class Book:  Middleworld by J&P Voelkel 

• Creation Myth storytelling 

• Non-chronological reports – travel brochures 

• Diary entry 

• Newspaper   
Grammar: 

• Synonyms and antonyms  

• Word classes (nouns, verbs, adjectives, adverbs, 

determiners, subjects and objects) 

• Fronted adverbials 

• Relative clauses 

• Prepositions  

• Passive and Active voice 
 

 

 

 

 

 

                                  

              

Year 6 Topic Overview Autumn Term 2020 
Maths  

Place value (Mayan Maths Number System) 

• Read, order, round and compare numbers up to ten 
million 

• Negative numbers 

Four operations 

• Add and subtract up to 6-digit numbers 

• Multiply 4-digits by 2-digits 

• Short and long division  

• Factors - including common factors 

• Common multiples 

• Prime numbers 

• Square and cube numbers 

• Order of operations 
Fractions 

• Compare and order 

• Simplify  

• Add and subtract 

• Multiplying and dividing  

• Fractions of amounts 

Position and direction 

• All four quadrants 

• Translation and reflection 
 
 
 
 

 

Art/D.T 

• Sculpting glyphs into bars of soap. 

• Make a Mayan headdress based on 
each child’s nahual (spirit animal) 

• Make a Mexican inspired mask for 

day of the dead (November)  

• Make some classical Mayan dishes 
(guacamole, corn tortillas) 

Music  

• Learning about musical notation and rhythm 

• Learning about Mayan musical instruments (ocarina) 

 

Real P.E 

They will be learning how to be creative and cognitive and 
will improve on their ball skills, team work and 

communication 

 

Computing: Use search technologies 
effectively and appreciate how results 

are selected and ranked. Use website 
http://maya.nmai.si.edu/resources to 

research topic.  

• design, write and debug programs 

that accomplish specific goals 
 

 
 

http://maya.nmai.si.edu/resources


 

TOPIC  SCIENCE 

Key Vocabulary:  

Can you find out the meaning of these words and use them in a sentence correctly?  
 

Cacao                                                     Monument   
Maya                                                      Codices 

Pyramid                                                  Ancient 
Gods                                                      Calendar 

Civilisation                                              Pok-a-tok 

Hieroglyphics                                          Temple 
Stelae                                                    Maize 

Mesoamerica                                                     
 

 

Key Vocabulary:  

Can you find out the meaning of these words and use them in a sentence 
correctly?  

 

Living Things and their Habitats 
 

Arachnid  
Reptile  

amphibian 
Microorganism 

Crustaceans 

 

 

Evolution 
 

evolution  extinct 
inheritance  fossils 

mutation  sedimentary 
characteristics  habitat 

breed   adaptation 

  

 

*Can you identify the area of the world in which the Maya Civilisation lived? 

**Can you retell the Maya story of creation? 

***Can you draw a diagram to show the beliefs that ancient Maya people held about their 
‘worlds’? (middle, lower and upper) 

****Can you design and build your own temple celebrating a Mayan God of your own 

creation? (think carefully about what kind of things the Maya people valued and would have 
worshipped) 

*****Can you draw comparisons between Ancient Maya and other Ancient civilisations e.g. 

Ancient Greece? 

 

*Can you name the person who created the classification system? 

**Can you explain how useful fossils are for scientists?? 

***Can you think of an example of how a living thing has adapted to suit its 
environment? Draw and label. 

****Can you design your own classification system for sweets/toys/household 
objects? 

*****Can you explain the benefits of a classification system and what might 
happen if it didn’t exist?   

Willow Class Knowledge Organiser Autumn Term 

2020 

 

The questions are of increasing difficulty, encouraging pupils to be ‘ambitious for the higher gifts’. The four and five star questions are designed to be opened ended and rely 

on higher order thinking. Perhaps these questions could form the basis of discussions at home, as well revisiting key knowledge in the first three star questions. 

 


