
 

 

 

  

RE 
This term we will start by reading stories from the 

Old Testament, familiarising the children with 

these stories and discussing what Christians can 

learn from these stories. We will then look at 

people close to Jesus including Mary and the 

disciples. Finally, in the run up to Christmas we will 

be looking at Advent, discussing its importance and 

learning about Advent traditions and symbols. 

Topic (History/ Geography) 
The children will be looking at events beyond living memory including 

lives of significant persons who impacted the world including science, 

the arts, inventions and exploration. We will consider the impact of 

these people and events. The children will understand some of the ways 

in which we find out about the past and identify different ways in which 

it is represented. 

 

Science 
Animals and Healthy Humans. As scientists, we will be 

learning about growth in animals and their basic needs for 
survival. We will be looking at different life cycles and the 
importance of exercise, sleep and a healthy diet for humans. 
We will plan and prepare a healthy banquet for George and 
the princess based on Chris Wormell’s story George and the 
Dragon. 

Everyday Materials We will investigate properties of 

materials, identify and compare the uses of a variety of 
everyday materials and how these can be used for more 
than more thing, including wood, metal, plastic, glass, 
brick/rock, and paper/cardboard. We will also be exploring 
why the properties of materials make them suitable or 
unsuitable for particular purposes.  
 

 
 
 

Big Question: 

Where am I? 

Where are we going? 

What has God given us? 

 
 

English   

Class Book:  The Dragon Machine by Helen Ward and other dragon 

stories to support writing. 

Fiction:  As a class we will foster the enjoyment of reading, listening and 
responding to dragon stories by discussing aspects of the stories and 
relating these to own experiences. We will focus on powerful descriptive 
language for our writing, drawing on imagery to create a dragon 
character. Our writing will then create a setting for a fantasy dragon 
world, to find their own dragon and to tell its story. We will explore what 
qualities different characters have and how are these described in a text. 
Use of fantasy language and imaginative vocabulary to describe 
characters and settings. Consider how word choices impact on 
understanding and description. 
Non- Fiction: Writing a set of instructions ‘How to trap a dragon’ linking 
to our D.T lessons. We will be looking at key features of instructional 
writing using correct technical terms, for example chronological order, 
simple precise language and imperative or bossy verbs.  
Poetry: We will be writing our own dragon poems using different parts 
of a dragon to create a simile. Then, we will explore emotions by writing 
poems about our own feelings relating to the dragons inside of us.  
 

 

 

 

Poetry- linked to characters/settings from class book 

Sound poetry.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

                                  

   Grammar Spelling and Punctuation           

Year 2 Topic Overview Autumn Term 2020- Dragons 

Maths  
We will begin the year with a focus on place value, reading and 
writing numbers to 100 in numerals and words and partitioning 
tens and ones. We will then apply this knowledge to adding and 
subtracting using partitioning to help. Closer to the end of term, 
we will be looking at money, making amounts using coins and 
then applying this to adding totals and giving change. 

Art   

As artists we will study the work of Max Ernst who 
uses the technique ‘frottage’. Using media of their 
choosing, children will go in search of textures that 
interest them to take rubbings. We will identify 
different textures, recording them using a rubbing 
technique and use colour to create different 
effects. We will then create a dragon picture from 
the rubbings that we have made by carefully 
tearing up our rubbings into shapes and arranging 
the shapes into a dragon picture.  

D.T 
We will think about how to capture a dragon. The 
children will design equipment to trap a dragon, 
consider the best materials to use, plan and 
evaluate their design and in make a trap. Explore 
and use mechanisms [for example, levers, sliders, 
wheels and axles], in their products. 
 

Music  
 The children will experiment with, create, select and combine sounds 

using the inter-related dimensions of music.  We will compose music to 

enhance drama and poetry linked to our topic on dragons.  

 

Real P.E 
How exercise impacts health, fitness and wellbeing.  
The children will be working on static balances and floor 
work combining balances and movement. Team work 
focusing on agility and core body strength. 

Computing 
The children will be able to use technology 
purposefully to create, organise, store, manipulate 
and retrieve digital content. The children will use 
the internet for research and be able to use tools 
such as cut and paste within a word document. 
 

PSHE 
What makes me great?  How can I help build a better world? 



  

 

TOPIC  SCIENCE 

Key Vocabulary:  
Can you find out the meaning of these words and use them in a sentence 
correctly?  
 
Past, present and future 

aviation 

engine 

engineer 

inventor 

technology 

scientist 

world wide web 

artist 

explorer  

Key Vocabulary:  
Can you find out the meaning of these words and use them in a sentence 
correctly?  
grow 

change 

young 

old 

survival 

healthy 

exercise 

nutrition 

flexibility 

absorbent 

transparent 

Star Questions- these are key things to think about. 

* What can you tell me about the first flight? 

** Can you explain how William Caxton’s job helped him with his invention? 

***What is similar and what is different between the invention of the 

printing press and the invention of the world wide web? 

**** Which significant people do you think was best and why? 

***** If you were an inventor, what would you invent and how would it 

help others.? 

* Can you name some animal young (e.g. cat/kitten, horse/foal)? 

**Would plasticine or play-doh make a good ball for a dog to play with? 

***How do you think you will be different when you are fifty years old? 

****If we ate just sweets for a whole year what might happen to us? 

***** What if all materials were transparent? 

The questions are of increasing difficulty, encouraging pupils to be ‘ambitious for the higher gifts’. The four and five star questions are designed to be opened 

ended and rely on higher order thinking. Perhaps these questions could form the basis of discussions at home, as well revisiting key knowledge in the first 

three star questions.  
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