
Dear Parents & Carers, Another long and busy term draws to a close. Do 
come and have a look at some of the children’s artwork on display in 
the entrance hall and corridors. All the classes produced work based on 
the theme of Creation with amazing results. Thank 
you so much for all your donations to the 
Community Emergency Food bank (a very small 
selection in this photograph). Jane Benyon from the 
CEF came and talked to the children at our Harvest 
Assembly yesterday. She explained how the food is 
allocated and the referral process. The children 
asked some really good questions. On a sadder 
note, Father Jerome passed away last Saturday. Br. 
Benedict and Fr. Oliver were with him at the hospital. ‘Eternal rest 
grant to him, O Lord; and let light perpetual shine upon him. May his 
soul, and the souls of all the faithful departed, through the mercy of 
God, rest in peace’. Have a good half-term break. Tom Walker - 
Headteacher. 
GREAT ST. ALOYSIUS’ BAKE OFF - THE RESULTS 

Tray Bake - KS1 Arthur Spragg, KS2 Helena 
Thomas. Cup Cakes - KS1 Violet and Vincent Fenn, 
KS2 Maya Geremias De Aguiar and Isobel Garbutt, 
Highly Commended Ella Broadway. Healthy Cake - 
Rose Del Strother. International Cake - Stefanie 
Marinova, Highly Commended Natalia Kucan. Show 
Stopper - KS1 Aria Hahn, KS2 Valeria Vargas, 
Highly Commended Tadhg O’Connell and Bessie 
Thomas.  BEST IN SHOW went to Helena Thomas 
for her very lovely and topical tray bake depicting 
St. John Henry Newman.  Congratulations to 

everyone who entered and helped to raise £266.00. Unfortunately, we 
received a complaint from “a concerned previous student” regarding 
the fairness of the competition and the fact that the judges do not 
taste all the cakes. The judges did taste some of the smaller individual 
bakes but it was agreed several years ago that they would not cut in to 
the larger cakes as this would then leave them unsaleable as whole 
cakes. 
Photography 
There have been some complaints with regards to the photographs 
recently sold to parents by Tempest. It was felt that the photography 
was poor and the quality of the photographs themselves was somewhat 
sub standard - all when Tempest charge a premium for this service. So 
we have decided to cancel our contract with Tempest for the summer 
whole class photographs and have asked a local, independent 
photographer to undertake this task.  Hopefully, the service and the 
quality of the photographs will improve. 

NOVEMBER 2019 

Monday 4th INSET DAY - SCHOOL CLOSED 
Tuesday 5th 8.35am - Second Half Autumn Term Starts 
Friday 8th  MUFTI DAY - wear your own clothes for £1 donation 
 6.00PM TO 8.00PM ~ ST. ALOYSIUS SPOOKY DISCO 

(tickets on sale from the School Office) 
Tuesday 12th Oak Class ~ Dorchester Abbey Visit 
Wednesday 13th FGB Meeting 
Friday 15th ST ALOYSIUS WINTER BALL @ ST. EDWARDS (tickets 

on sale from the School Office ~ £25.00 p/person) 
w/beginning 18th Parental Consultations 
Saturday 23rd 11.00am ~ Confirmation, The Oratory 

DECEMBER 2019 

Tuesday 3rd Reception Class - Eye Tests 
Monday 9th 10.00am ~ Immaculate Conception Mass, The Oratory 

ST. ALOYSIUS’ CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL 
NEWSLETTER 25/10/19 Autumn Term ~ Edition 3 

THANKSGIVING PRAYER 

Sow a seed of hope within our souls Lord, that we might yield 
goodness, patience and kindness in abundance. Sow a seed of peace 
in our lives Lord, that we might bear the fruits of forgiveness, 
compassion and righteousness. Sow a seed of love in our hearts Lord, 
that others would reap the blessings of family, friendship and 
community. May each seed of hope, peace and love grow within us 
into a harvest that can be feasted on by all.  Amen. 
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School Motto 

Be ambitious for the higher gifts. 

This TERM’s housE PoinT ToTals 

Ashmolean 101 Bodleian 132 Radcliffe 147 Sheldonian 146 

SUMMER Term House Point Cup Winners ~ BODLEIAN 

OUR CODE OF CONDUCT 
Every day we walk in God’s way by: 

Being READY to get on 
Being RESPONSIBLE for ourselves and everyone 

Being RESPECTFUL in what we do and say… 
Together we follow the St. Aloysius’ Way. 

This TERM’s ViRTuEs 

This term we are trying hard to be Grateful and Generous. 

SPREAD THE WORD … 
ACORN NURSERY CLASS 

(For 3+ Year Olds) 
PLACES AVAILABLE NOW 

ST. ALOYSIUS BREAKFAST & AFTER SCHOOL CLUB 
Breakfast Club - there is no need to book, just turn up! From 7.45am 
the cost is £4.00 and from 8.00am the cost is £3.50. 
After School Club - please remember to book your After School Club 
sessions online via the Schoolgateway app.  No bookings after 2.30pm. 
Dates are available for the whole of this academic year.  
If you would like any further information about either Breakfast or 
After School Club, please speak to Jo or Chris in the school office. 

PLEASE DO NOT 
CYCLE IN THE 

CAR PARKS AND 
PLAYGROUNDS 

ST. ALOYSIUS WINTER BALL 
7.30PM ~ FRIDAY 15TH NOVEMBER 

ST. EDWARDS SCHOOL 
Tickets £25.00 (includes welcome drink, dinner, 

dancing & entertainment) available from school office. 

 To pay the deposit for Woodlands? 
 To complete and return the permission slip for Oak Class 

Dorchester Abbey visit? 

 To pay School Dinner Money owing - £2.40 per day. Prepayment 
termly in advance. Balance enquiries and statements please email 
admin.3842@st-aloysius.oxon.sch.uk OR via Schoolgateway 
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CLASS ReviewS 

Oak Class - How can we find a starting point for solving mathematical 
problems? When does using equipment help us? Have I done something 
like this before that might help me this time? What patterns can I see? 
Which words or numbers might be important in the question? Does my 
answer make sense? These are some of the questions we have been 
asking in Oak Class’s maths lessons. Sometimes it can be difficult to 
know where to start with a problem so we have been working on having 
the confidence to find a starting point, seeing what happens and 
considering if the ‘what we see’ makes sense. Although we have not 
always found the answer, the discussion about what we have done and 
what we discovered has been invaluable in giving the children the 
confidence to tackle increasingly complex word problems. In Writing, 
we are using our class book- The Eagle of the Ninth – to improve our 
writing. The children imagined they were Cradoc, a Celtic tribesman, 
as he waits to go to fight the Romans. Using powerful vocabulary, they 
have been describing his feelings as he hopes to honour the death of his 
father by beating the Romans but at the same time is saddened as he 
has befriended a Roman called Marcus and is aware that he might have 
to fight against him. In PE the children have been working in groups to 
assess each other’s balance and core strength skills. We all agree that 
we have improved over the last term. In Music we have been using the 
new instruments that Miss Joyce bought. It has been great fun finding 
out about beat, rhythm and pitch using a variety of songs, games and 
the boomwhackers. 

Fig Class - In Fig Class we have been looking at imperative verbs and 
adverbs in English. In the style of Paddington Bear, from our class book, 
we made and tasted marmalade sandwiches and then applied our 
knowledge of imperative verbs and adverbs, we wrote instructions on 
how to make a marmalade sandwich for Mr Walker. In Maths, we have 
been working on adding and subtracting ones and multiples of 10. We 
have begun to use more formal written methods and are starting to use 
basic column addition and subtraction to support our calculations. This 
week we had the fire service come to visit us with a rather mischievous 
dragon called Drago to teach us about the importance of smoke 
detectors and knowing a safe route outside from any room in our house. 
We all agreed to be Test It Tuesday champions and check the batteries 
in our smoke alarms at home weekly. This week has been Creation 
Week at school and in Fig class we have done some artwork inspired by 
the hymn All Things Bright and Beautiful and discussed the changes that 
happen to the trees around us as the seasons change. We have also 
reflected on how we can look after the World that God has given us. In 
RE lessons this week we have been examining the life of Mary our 
Mother, linked to the Rosary and the Call of the disciples. We have also 
considered what prayer means to us and created our own prayer spaces 
with music, candles and prayer resources.  

Fir Class - Fir Class have been working hard on completing our Creation 
topic in RE. They have painted some pictures and done lots of work 
through outdoor learning sessions looking at the natural world and 
finding lots of evidence of Autumn which also links with part of our 
Science topic. In Maths Fir Class are continuing to work on the part-
whole model and number bonds up to 10. The children use lots of 
concrete resources to support their understanding. The children are 
spending lots of time working on their phonics and as well as using their 
skills to decode when reading. They are also doing fantastically at 
trying to use their knowledge when writing. I hope all the children 
enjoy a well deserved rest in half term. 

Tigger Class - The Tiggers had an exciting trip to the post box last 
week! They have been really enjoying writing so we wrote letters home 
and posted them. We learned all about the journey of a letter. The 
children have also been developing their story telling language over the 
last two weeks. We have read 'The Bear Hunt' and the children have 
loved retelling the story and acting it out. They have all remembered 
the repetitive phrases well. This week we have been looking at 'The 
Little Red Hen'. We will be learning actions to help us to retell the 
story. In Maths we have been looking at numbers to 5 and thinking 
about how we can make 5, different ways to count up to 5, ordering 
the numbers and more. 

Bay Class - The last couple of weeks in Bay class the children have been 
writing diary entries as an Ancient Greek living in either Sparta or 

Athens. They have enjoyed researching what life was like in Ancient 
Greece and have carefully considered which city they would prefer! In 
Maths we have been studying statistics and data collection, the children 
have really impressed me with their understanding of line graphs. In RE 
we studied the Canticle of Creation written by Saint Francis of Assisi 
and the children created art work based around it. These will be on 
display on the top corridor after half term and Orlaith’s was chosen to 
represent our class at the creation week Harvest Assembly. 

Acorn Class - As Acorns are now well settled and have formed some 
great friendships, they have begun to explore role play games. We have 
been learning about people who help us in the community such as the 
police and doctors and the children have very much enjoyed putting 
each other in prison but also caring for each other armed with 
stethoscopes and plenty of bandages! As well as maths and phonics in 
provision during free play time, our shape for this week is oval and we 
visited Fiona Five in Ten Town as well as the Zero Pond. We are also 
exploring rhythm and rhyme through group games as well as listening 
for and learning initial name sounds. We continue to enjoy the delights 
of Autumn with leaf printing and investigating exactly what is inside a 
pumpkin! Making Autumn biscuits proved a huge success last week and 
we look forward to more baking after the holidays! A great end to the 
first term Acorns! 

Ash Class - In Ash Class 
we have been setting our 
sights on a World of 
adventure as we explore 
more of our topic of 
Travel and Trade. The 
children enjoyed our 
r e c e n t  v i s i t  t o 
Birmingham Airport 
where we had an 
exclusive viewpoint of the runways and daily workings of a busy 
international airport. We are now  exploring the world of banking in 
more detail  as Metro bank made their first of a series of visits to Ash 
Class. They will help develop an understanding of money and its value, 
developing essential life skills for the children as they become 
equipped responsible adults. Both Mrs Montes and I have been 
impressed by the effort made by the children to create their own 
airports, time machines and fantasy islands through their homework 
activities. A tribute to this must be Valeria’s winning  Birmingham 
Airport cake entry in the recent St. Aloysius’ Bake Off competition.  In 
Maths, we have been developing our understanding of negative 
numbers, addition and subtraction of four digit numbers and using 
estimating and rounding to predict if our calculations are correct. We 
have continued to explore the theme Creation and the stories of the 
Old Testament, reflecting on God’s love, trust and forgiveness. Our 
literacy focus on functional writing using ‘How to Train Your Dragon’ by 
Cressida Cowell  has come to an end with the children creating some 
fantastic travel guides, chief of the class speeches and dragon fact 
card. We have had a busy and very successful eight weeks and look 
forward to the children returning after a restful half term. 

Willow Class - Willow Class had a wonderful week in Kilvrough and have 
returned to school somewhat older and more mature. Thank you for 
allowing them the chance to enjoy such a great experience. I am sure 
they will be sharing all their tall tales and memories for weeks to come. 
During this week they have started to look at fractions, simplifying 
them and then placing them onto a number line. In RE, the children 
have produced some amazing art relating to the harvest festival (please 
come and have a look along the top corridor and in the main entrance), 
I hope that the children have a fantastic half-term and have a well 
earned rest at the end of such a long term. 
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School Motto 

Be ambitious for the higher gifts. 

Monday 4th November INSET Day - School Closed 
Thursday 12th December Acorn/Tigger/Fir Class - Nativity 
Friday 13th December St. Aloysius Christmas Fair 
Wednesday 18th December Beauty and The Beast, Oxford Playhouse 
Monday 6th January INSET Day - School Closed 
Tuesday 10th March Scholastic Book Fair 
Friday 1st May Science Day 
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