
Dear Parents & Carers, We have had a tremendous start to the new 
academic year.  It has been lovely to see familiar faces and welcome 
our new Tiggers and Acorns as well as many new starters across the 
school.  We have new Co-Chairs of the PTA, Sharon and Niamh, who are 
already planning lots of exciting events for the year! A huge THANK 
YOU to Pauline Broadway, the previous Chair, who did a fantastic job 
and now moves on to new challenges as one of our Foundation 
Governors. Grants and fundraising by the PTA have enabled the school 
to purchase 30 new laptops - amazing!  Our new website is also being 
developed, so watch this space.  I hope you all enjoy the weekend. 
Tom Walker - Headteacher. 

Name Tags 
Please can parents make sure that ALL their children’s clothes and 
shoes are labelled with their child’s name. We try to reunite lost items 
with children but without names, it is almost impossible. 

Mobile Phones 
Parents are requested not to use mobile phones in the school 
building (except in the reception area at the front of the 
school). Thank you. 

After School Club - IMPORTANT NOTICE 
We can no longer take bookings for children after 2.30pm. This is to 
ensure children are informed and that appropriate arrangements have 
been made for them at the end of the day. As the office is so busy, we 
cannot guarantee getting messages to children after 2.30pm.  Can 
parents also ensure your children know they are attending ASC, this 
saves the office time in delivering messages to individual children.  
Also, PLEASE make bookings online and not via the school office.  

Disabled Parking Spots in St. Margaret’s Road 
We have been made aware that parents from our school are using the 
disabled parking spots across the street in St. Margaret's Road.  We 
would ask you not to use these spaces but to save them for parents 
with disabled children.  There are lots of empty spots just a little bit 
further along St. Margaret’s Road.  

Kilvrough Residential 
Final payments for Kilvrough are due next week (27th September 2019). 

SEPTEMBER 2019 

Tuesday 24th FGB (Governors) Meeting 
Wednesday 25th 3.30pm - PTA AGM - Courtyard - ALL WELCOME 
Thursday 26th Bright Sparks Science Club (KS1) 

OCTOBER 2019 

Wednesday 9th Oak Class - Birmingham Airport Visit 
 10.15am - OCMS Guitar Assembly 
Friday 11th Flu Vaccinations 
Saturday 12th Canonisation of Cardinal Newman 
Monday 14th Year 6 Residential - Kilvrough Manor 
 ST. ALOYSIUS BAKE OFF (more details to follow) 
Monday 21st Years 1 & 2 - Blue Watch Fire Crew Visit 
Thursday 24th 2.00pm - Harvest Assembly w/ Jane Benyon (CEF) 

NOVEMBER 2019 

Monday 4th INSET DAY - SCHOOL CLOSED 
Tuesday 5th 8.35am - Second Half Autumn Term Starts 
Friday 8th  SPOOKY DISCO 

Saturday 23rd November Confirmation, The Oratory 
Wednesday 18th December Beauty and The Beast, Oxford Playhouse 
Monday 6th January INSET Day - School Closed 
Tuesday 10th March Scholastic Book Fair 
Friday 1st May Science Day 
Monday 4th May Year 4 Residential - Woodlands OEC 
Friday 8th May BANK HOLIDAY - School Closed 
Monday 11th May Year 6 SATs Tests 
Monday 1st June INSET Day - School Closed 
Sunday 21st June First Holy Communion 
Thursday 25th June International Day 
Friday 3rd July INSET Day - School Closed 
Monday 13th July Sports Day (reserve day Tuesday 14th July) 
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PRAYER - SIGN OF THE CROSS 

In the name of the Father, who made me, who made all things 
wonderfully well and who is love. And of the Son, who saves me, who 
saves us all from darkness and who is our teacher. And of the Holy 
Spirit, who inspires me, who inspires us all to live well and who is 
our guide. Amen. 

143 Woodstock Road, Oxford OX2 7PH 
Tel: 01865 311056 

E-mail: admin.3842@st-aloysius.oxon.sch.uk 
Website: www.staloysius.net 

School Motto 

Be ambitious for the higher gifts. 

This TERM’s housE PoinT ToTals 

Ashmolean 29 Bodleian 23 Radcliffe 47 Sheldonian 36 

SPRING Term House Point Cup Winners ~ BODLEIAN 

OUR CODE OF CONDUCT 
Every day we walk in God’s way by: 

Being READY to get on 
Being RESPONSIBLE for ourselves and everyone 

Being RESPECTFUL in what we do and say… 
Together we follow the St. Aloysius’ Way. 

This TERM’s ViRTuEs 

This term we are trying hard to be Grateful and Generous. 

PLEASE DO NOT CYCLE 

IN THE CAR PARKS 

ST. ALOYSIUS BREAKFAST & AFTER SCHOOL CLUB 
Breakfast Club - there is no need to book, just turn up! From 7.45am 
the cost is £4.00 and from 8.00am the cost is £3.50. 
After School Club - please remember to book your After School Club 
sessions online via the Schoolgateway app.  No bookings after 
2.30pm. Dates are available for the whole of this academic year.  
If you would like any further information about either Breakfast or 
After School Club, please speak to Jo or Chris in the school office. 

SPREAD THE WORD … 
ACORN NURSERY CLASS 

(For 3+ Year Olds) 
PLACES AVAILABLE NOW 

For an application form, please email Jo at 
office.3842@st-aloysius.oxon.sch.uk 

INVITATION TO THE PTA AGM 
Wednesday 25th September 

3.30pm in The Courtyard 
PLEASE COME ALONG AND JOIN US! 
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CLASS ReviewS 

Oak Class - Everyone in Oak Class has settled back into the school 
routine and are tackling the Year 3 curriculum with enthusiasm. In 
Maths we have been revisiting place value- partitioning numbers into 
thousands, hundreds tens and units and using this knowledge to quickly 
add and subtract hundreds and tens. Some of the children have been 
extending their understanding to explore tenths, hundredths and 
thousandths. In English, we are beginning to write a story linked to a 
short video clip called marshmallow. We are using our knowledge of 
powerful adjectives and verbs to set the scene and introduce the main 
character. In Science, we are learning about nutrition. The children 
learned about food groups last year and are extending this into looking 
at nutrients including, proteins, calcium, carbohydrates, vitamins, 
minerals and water. In History, we have begun to look at Britain just 
before the Roman invasion. We have been finding out about Celtic life 
and the children have been working in small groups researching 
different areas of Celtic life. Recorder lessons are going well and most 
of us can play a B, A,G,C and D without squeaking. Our spelling pattern 
this week was changing a ‘y’ to an ‘i‘ when adding a suffix e.g. bossy 

becomes bossiness.  

Tigger Class - Tiggers have had a 
fantastic start to their first year at 
school! We have been settling in 
over the past 2 weeks, learning 
what to do at school and the 
routines. We have lots of happy 
faces coming in to school in the 
morning! The children have been 

learning how to use the class environment to learn through their play. 
They have already been fantastically creative and independent. We 
have been building models, painting pictures, role playing, reading, 
singing and much much more! We look forward to a brilliant term 

ahead. 

Willow Class - The children have worked extremely hard during their 
first few weeks back. I have been really impressed by their attitude to 
learning and their behaviour around school. They are showing real signs 
of being an amazing Year 6. In English, we are looking at persuasive 
writing, where the children have created their own chocolate bars 
along with advertisements to see if they can persuade their audience to 
purchase their product over the leading brands. We have looked at 
alliteration, rhythm, repetition, play on words and in grammar modal 
verbs. In Maths, we have focused on place value. The class have shown 
tremendous knowledge in this area where they have had to round, 
order and compare numbers up to 10 million (in some cases even 
further). We have just started looking at worded problems where they 
have been multiplying 4-digit numbers by 2. This has been particularly 
tricky and we will have more work on this. They are also learning how 
to do short and long division with 4 by 2-digit numbers, which has been 
a completely new method. In Science, we have looked at different 
species and have learnt the importance of questioning to help classify 
our animals. Finally, in RE, we are looking at the Bible, understanding 

that it is made of a series of books and learning more about them. 

Fig Class - Fig Class have had a busy start to Year 2. In Maths, we 
started the year reading and writing numbers to 100 and beyond. Then 
we moved on to partitioning numbers in to tens and ones and 
representing this in lots of different ways using objects, dienes, 
drawings and part-whole models. We have also been practising our 
number bonds to ten and applying this knowledge to addition and 
subtraction problems. In English, we have been reading The Green Ship 
by Quentin Blake and have used the imaginative ideas and descriptive 
language to develop our own writing. We have written descriptions and 
even mapped out our own journey on the Green Ship and written our 

story (with some very imaginative ideas involving sharks, pirates and 
mermaids!). In RE we have begun our unit on the Old Testaments, 
sharing what we already know about the Old Testament and how it is 
different from the New Testament. We then focused on the story of 
Noah's Ark and talked about the promise that God made to Noah and 
how Noah followed God's instructions. We have also written prayers for 
the start of the school year, giving thanks and asking for God's 

guidance. 

Ash Class - The boys and girls of Ash Class have had a good start to the 
new year as we settle into the upper floor of the school.  I am very 
much enjoying teaching in both Year 4 and Year 2. One of our values 
this term is being thankful. The children have reflected upon the many 
opportunities and gifts that we have been given. It has been very 
rewarding to share the sense of responsibility that they have to care for 
themselves, each other and the world around them. Swimming lessons 
started last week, with great success. Our session is the first of the day 
which means we need to leave promptly so appreciate your help in 
ensuring your child is at school in plenty of time on a Thursday 
morning. Ash Class are exploring place value in Maths up to thousands 
and are now all armed with passwords to become ‘Multiplication Rock 
Stars.’ Multiplication Rock Stars is a programme that the children can 
access on the internet to challenge and improve their multiplication 
skills. We have entered the world of Berk Island and training dragons in 
our writing. Our topic of Trade and Travel is engaging the children as 
we learn more about bartering and negotiations across countries. We 
are going to make our own travel bags and I would appreciate if your 
child could bring a pillow case to school that they can reinvent and sew 

into a bag. I would like to thank you all for making me feel so welcome. 

Bay Class - Bay Class have settled in to Year 5 well and have impressed 
me with their enthusiasm towards our topic on Ancient Greece. So far, 
Bay Class have learnt about the three main periods of time within 
Ancient Greece and have heard many famous myths; we are focussing 
on the myth of Perseus and Medusa which is inspiring the children to 
write some very exciting and gruesome descriptions! In Maths, we have 
been studying place value and have just begun to work with numbers in 
the millions. The children have also produced some lovely RE work on 
our class saint, Saint Josephine Bakhita, including some brilliant pencil 

portraits. 

Fir Class - All the children in Fir 
Class have adapted very well to 
the expectations of learning in 
Year 1. They have settled into 
their phonics groups and are all 
working hard. They have painted 
some lovely self portraits and 
made fairy cakes. In Maths, the 

children have been sorting objects into sets and practising their 
counting skills. In English, we have been learning how to retell the story 
of Jack and the Beanstalk using drama and story mapping. This week 
the class had a fantastic time during Outdoor Learning where they 

found lots of bugs and started to build a den. A busy first two weeks! 

Acorn Class - Our newest Acorns have settled very well and the existing 
Acorns have been setting a wonderful example of good sharing and 
playing as well as how we follow routines, which is lovely to see! We 
have been practising beautiful carpet sitting and enjoying lots of stories 
and puppet songs, for which there is never a shortage of willing 
volunteers! Their lining up and listening skills were tested when we 
practised a fire drill this week and I am pleased to say they passed with 
flying colours! We started our first topic “Marvellous Me” and the 
children have painted amazing self- portraits. They have also enjoyed 
playing with sand and water, play dough, outdoor play and building new 

friendships! A great start to the new year! 
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