
 
A NEW SECONDARY SCHOOL  

FOR OXFORD 
 

 
Dear Parents and Carers 
  

You may be aware of growing pressures for secondary school places in Oxford, and the 
possibility of a Free School opening in the City of Oxford in 2017.  Although there are concerns 
about Free Schools in terms of their funding and accountability, the Government have pledged to 
open 500 new Free Schools in the next five years, and it seems highly likely that an application 
for one in Oxford will get the go ahead, possibly sooner rather than later. 
 

In response to this situation, the OCL (Oxford City Learning) group of Secondary Headteachers 
and Governor representatives have agreed to support a locally driven application to open a new 
school (under the Free school programme). This is a different proposal to an application being 
prepared by the West London Free School to open a new school in the City that you may have 
read about recently in the local press.  
 

Given the context there is very strong support from the other OCL schools for The Cherwell 
School Academy Trust to apply to open a new small secondary school in 2017. This 
application would be in the same application round as the West London Free School bid and it is 
very unlikely that both applications for new schools Oxford City would be successful.   
 

The Cherwell School is already highly oversubscribed; this year alone, more than 100 pupils from 
within its own catchment were not allocated a place. Combined with the growing population in 
Oxford, and the fact that The Cherwell School was unsuccessful in its recent bid for funding to 
expand, there does seem sufficient need for a new school.  The Cherwell School is determined 
that any new school should not be at the detriment of other City schools and will work closely 
with partner schools to this end, to devise an appropriate catchment area and set of admissions 
rules to reflect this. The Cherwell is also recruiting shadow Governors that will draw 
representation from across the City schools. 
 

You will find on The Cherwell’s website via the home page www.cherwell.oxon.sch.uk a 
link to further information and a chance for parents of children in Year 4 and below to 
register their interest in their new school, an important part of their application.   
 

I hope that you will be able to support this proposal and if you have children in Year 4 or below 
please either sign and return the hard copy form provided to your primary school or register 
interest via the website, and encourage local friends to register their interest.  I can also assure 
parents in the community that The Cherwell School is determined to continue to deliver 
outstanding education and to continue to improve in the years ahead, alongside other schools 
within the Multi-Academy Trust. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
Paul James 
Headteacher 
The Cherwell School 
 

http://www.cherwell.oxon.sch.uk/

