
 
A NEW SECONDARY SCHOOL  

FOR OXFORD 
 
 

The Cherwell School Academy Trust is proposing to open a new community comprehensive 
school, opening in September 2017 offering 120 places per year.   
 
The new school will be opened under the Government’s programme for Free Schools and will 
work in close partnership with The Cherwell School (rated by Ofsted an Outstanding School and 
a National Teaching School) and will also have strong links to other schools across the city 
enabling the new school to draw on combined strengths and experience.  The new school will 
offer the opportunity for children to access excellent education as places in Oxford’s secondary 
schools come under increasing demand.   
 
Our proposal is the only one that has the backing of all local city secondary schools. We also 
have the support of local councillors.  We aim to meet the needs of the city in a sustainable 
way in the years ahead.  We have a proven track-record at The Cherwell School and we believe 
we can expand our excellent provision in a new school as part of its Multi-Academy Trust.  This 
is the only proposal for a new school in Oxford that has the support of experienced and strong 
local schools. 
 
Our new school would be unique in Oxford as a smaller secondary school, providing a different 
experience from the other secondary schools, whilst being able to benefit from a close working 
relationship with The Cherwell School and other partners. Similar to The Cherwell School, the 
new school will offer a broad and balanced curriculum which is academically rigorous, enriching 
in sports, arts and culture, and flexible in order to meet the needs of the young people who 
attend.  We will also grow a school community where values and character matter, recognising 
the breadth of education that ensures success at school and beyond, and the skills and qualities 
which make a positive contribution to society. 
 
Why a new secondary school? 
Growth in primary school numbers is already starting to impact Oxford’s secondary schools. The 
Cherwell School is already highly over-subscribed within its current catchment area and there is 
an overall growing need for more secondary school places in the years ahead.  
 
Whilst the Local Authority has made plans to expand some secondary schools, and Cheney 
School is expanding from 2016, the Local Authority and The Cherwell School has not been able 
to secure sufficient funding to provide additional places. Even with the expansion at Cheney 
School and the possibility of The Cherwell School increasing its intake by one class, this would 
not meet the pressing need for the local community demonstrated by the number of recent 
applications and the predicted increase in pupils coming through Oxford’s primary schools. 
 
To help provide the school places that are needed The Cherwell School Academy Trust is working 
with other local secondary schools to apply directly to the DfE for extra funding to build a new 
school. 
 
To be successful, we need your help! 
 



You can help us ensure there are enough school places for all our young people in the years 
ahead by supporting our application and telling us if you might want your children to attend the 
new school.  If you have a child in Year 4 or below, please complete and return the form at the 
back of this leaflet by Thursday 21th May 2015 or visit our website: www.cherwell.oxon.sch.uk 
If you do not have a child of that age, but would like to add any comments of support or have any 
queries, please email newschool@cherwell.oxon.sch.uk  
 
Why The Cherwell School Academy Trust? 
The Cherwell School Academy Trust is currently responsible for The Cherwell School and 
Cutteslowe Primary School, with a number of other schools planning to join the Trust later in 2015.  
The Cherwell School is a high-performing, successful and popular local school with the proven 
capacity to support and develop other schools. The Cherwell School became an academy in 2012 
and has been approved by the Government to sponsor other schools, with Cutteslowe Primary 
having recently secured a very strong ‘Good’ Ofsted report as part of the Trust. The Cherwell School 
works closely with other local schools as a lead National Teaching School in the Oxfordshire 
Teaching Schools Alliance and has particular expertise in Teacher Training and development, as 
well as direct access to best practice across the county to ensure that a new school is staffed by 
excellent teachers. 
 
How can the new school be provided? 
A new secondary school must be a sponsored academy or a ‘free school’.  When the need for a 
new school is identified by the local council, the council applies for funding from the DfE which it 
then uses to commission an academy sponsor to establish the new school; alternatively, an 
academy sponsor can apply directly to the DfE for funding to open a ‘free school’.  A ‘free school’ is 
in every legal and practical sense the same as an academy school – it is state-funded in the same 
way and has to follow the same national rules on admissions. The only difference is that the money 
to build the new school comes directly from the DfE and not from the funding allocated to the local 
council. 
 
Why apply for ‘free school’ funding? 
If the application for ‘free school’ funding is successful it would bring in additional monies to the city 
that would not otherwise be available and, along with the money the County Council has secured 
for school expansion, give us a better chance of obtaining all the school places that are needed. 
 
What will the new school be like? 
The new school will be a non-selective, mixed comprehensive school for local children. It will be a 
separate academy school, managed and funded in its own right like any other academy school, 
and operating within The Cherwell School Academy Trust. It will use the experience and 
successes from Cherwell and other city schools, and be supported by their knowledge and skills. 
It would work closely with the Local Authorities and all other local schools to ensure that it 
complements and enhances the existing provision of secondary education in Oxford.  
Further details on the vision and values of the school can be found on our website and include our 
desire to build a learning community of pupils and staff with high expectations for all; we will have 
a school where the standards of behaviour, academic work, extra-curricular provision and 
teaching will be extremely high and where value and character matters.  We will be a truly 
inclusive school for pupils offering an excellent educational experience whatever the academic 
ability, social background or special educational need and not only will pupils leave the school 
with qualifications to ensure success, they will also have developed the social and interpersonal 
skills and qualities which will equip them for life. 
 

http://www.cherwell.oxon.sch.uk/
mailto:newschool@cherwell.oxon.sch.uk


Where will the new school be? 
We will work with Oxford City Council and Oxford County Council to secure a suitable site; we know 
the constraints on space for development within Oxford, and the importance of considering 
sustainable transport and access to the school in selecting its location. We are also aware of the 
areas of The Cherwell School’s current catchment area that have been unsuccessful in securing 
places in recent years, and the need for the new school’s location to accommodate this demand as 
well as fitting with the location of other schools. We will look to meet the demands that you have for 
excellent education, and you can help this by returning the attached form or registering interest via 
our website. 
 
What will it mean for The Cherwell School? 
The Cherwell School will continue to develop in the interests of its students, in the same way it has 
been doing. It will remain a separate school within The Cherwell School Academy Trust, but will 
also benefit from working together with the new school, sharing expertise and capacity, and 
realising economies of scale. 
 
What will it mean for other City Secondary Schools? 
We are working in close partnership with the other secondary schools to ensure that the success 
of our new school would not be to the detriment of other local schools. The current over-
subscription of The Cherwell School, within and beyond its catchment, and the predicted 
population growth in the city both make it clear that there is a need for another secondary school 
offering an excellent education in Oxford. 
 
Support from Headteachers and Local Councillors 
"I am pleased to support The Cherwell School in its bid to open a new comprehensive school in 
the City.  As OCL (Oxford City Learning), we have a history of successful collaborative working 
and this is an opportunity for us to pool our experience and expertise to provide for the 
educational demands of the growing population of Oxford City." Katherine Ryan, Headteacher, 
Matthew Arnold School 
 

“This is the right moment for our existing high performing secondary schools to take the initiative 
in developing another excellent school that will meet the increased demand for secondary places 
and support the needs of the local community; a new school, working closely with the 
established partnerships, is an ideal way forward.”  Councillor Bob Price 
 

“There is an urgent need for more secondary school places in Oxford, especially in the north and 
parts of the south of the City. The Cherwell School is heavily over-subscribed and demand for 
places will keep growing. I feel we can rely on The Cherwell School to work closely in partnership 
with all the other local schools and to be accountable to the local community.”  Councillor 
Susanna Pressel 
 

“I am pleased to give my support to this proposed new school in Oxford. The existing outstanding 
educational opportunities in our city can be extended to reach more families and we can all 
benefit from continuing to share expertise for the benefit of all our young people. The strong 
partnership of secondary schools is well placed to ensure high standards”. Kate Curtis, 
Headteacher, Wheatley Park School 
 

“The Cherwell Trust new school has my full support.  It responds to parental need and offers a 
known brand of excellence from Cherwell School supported by excellence in other secondary 
schools and academies across the city.” Sue Croft, Principal, Oxford Spires Academy 
 
 



Register your interest 
 
Help Oxford to get the new school it needs 
We hope that you will agree that the best way forward for Oxford’s families is for The Cherwell 
School to take a lead, working with other schools, to establish and run a new secondary school. 
 
The success of our application depends on the support of local parents and carers. If you support 
our application, and specifically if you currently have a child in year 4 or below and you might 
want them to attend the new school, please return the slip below or register your support on our 
website at www.cherwell.oxon.sch.uk 
 
We need you to give us your name and address and the ages of relevant children to enable us to 
make the case to the Department of Education, but the information you provide will be kept 
confidential. It will not affect your secondary school application when your son or daughter 
is in year 6. 
 
Registration of interest: 
 
I support The Cherwell School’s plans to establish a new secondary school in Oxford. It is likely 
that I would make the new school my first preference for my child(ren). 
 
This information will be kept confidential and will not affect your child’s future choice of secondary 
school. 
 
My name is:                                                                                                                                                                           
 
My address:                                                                                                                                                                            
 
(you must at least give your postcode – this will help us to clarify areas of interest and need)                                                                                                                                                   
 
My email address (optional): 
 
Child 1 – date of birth: 
 
Child 2 – date of birth: 
 
Child 3 – date of birth: 
 
Child 4 – date of birth: 
 
Please complete and return this form by Thursday 21st May 2015 (or Friday 22nd May for 
online responses via our website www.cherwell.oxon.sch.uk): 
 

 Return it to your child’s primary school or 
 

 Return it to The Cherwell School, Marston Ferry Road, Oxford OX2 7EE 
 
Having read about our proposal, if you have any queries or would like to offer any messages of 

support, please email newschool@cherwell.oxon.sch.uk 
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