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Dear Parents and Carers, 
It has been another busy few weeks at St. Aloysius’. The children returned 

from half-term refreshed and ready to start new units in Maths and English. 

As Ash Wednesday was during the half-term break and to mark the start of 

Lent in school, Fr Nicholas said Mass for us on the first Friday back. He 

encouraged us all to think about how we could pray, fast and give during 

Lent this year.  

Last week, we welcomed our OFSTED visitors into school and we were 

pleased that they could experience what we see every day and they were 

particularly impressed with our pupils. We look forward to receiving the 

report after the Easter holidays and sharing it with parents and the wider 

community as soon as we can.  

Last week also saw World Book Day on Thursday and we celebrated this with 

a Reading Café in class, a whole school assembly with children (and staff) 

sharing some of their favourite books and an opportunity to visit other 

classes to hear teachers reading stories to develop a love of reading as part of 2026 being The Year 

of Reading.  

You might have noticed that we have updated our school website staloysius.net. Thank you to James 

McCullagh, one of our Governors, who has worked extremely hard to ensure that the new website 

truly reflected our school and community.  

We look forward to welcoming parents into school in the next two weeks for Parents Evenings, Work 

Sharing, the Year 3&4 Easter Performance and Masses for the Feast of St Joseph and our end of term 

Lenten Mass. Please do check diary dates later in this newsletter. 

In addition, please do not hesitate to speak to myself or the school office if you are having difficulties 

making a booking for an in-person or online Parents Evening appointment, we know how important 

this opportunity to discuss your child’s progress is.  

Wishing you a happy Mothering Sunday this weekend.   

Mrs Hannah Tebb, Headteacher  

St. Aloysius’ Vision Statement 

 

To know. To love. To serve. 
  

We are an exemplary school that provides a Catholic education to guide and 

support our children, whether Catholic or not, to fulfil their greatest potential 

and demonstrate love, faith and hope to all. 

This Term’s Value ~ EMPATHY 
 

Dear God, 
Thank you for our mothers and for 
everyone who loves and cares for us. 
Thank you for the hugs, the smiles, 
the stories, and the help they give 
every day. 
Please bless all mothers today. 
Wrap them in Your loving arms and 
keep them safe. 
Jesus, You loved Your mother Mary 
very much. 
Help us to be kind, helpful, and 
loving like You. 
Help us to say “thank you” and to 
show our love in what we do. 
We ask this through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 
Amen. 
 



 
CLASSROOM NEWS  

Fir Class 

We have had a busy and exciting time in Fir Class, and the children have been working hard across all 

subjects. In Maths, we have been learning about length and height. The children have compared 

objects using language such as longer, shorter, taller, and smaller. They first measured using non-

standard units like cubes before beginning to use rulers to measure in centimetres (cm). In Literacy, 

we have been creating our own versions of the story ‘Oi! Get Off Our Train’. The children imagined 

new characters and thought carefully about the problems they might face. For example, one story 

featured a lion whose mane was wanted by hunters for a jumper. In each story, the boy on the train 

welcomed the animals, and together they enjoyed something fun or kind, like having a picnic or flying 

kites. In Science, we have been learning about herbivores, carnivores and omnivores, exploring what 

different animals eat and sorting animals into these groups. In PE, our dance lessons have been based 

on the sea. They have worked independently and in groups, exploring improvisation and creating 

simple dance movements. In RE, we learned about the story of Zacchaeus and discussed how people 

can change for the better by making good choices and trying to put things right. Well done to all the 

children in Fir Class for their hard work and enthusiasm in their learning! 

Fig Class 

Fig Class have had wonderful few weeks getting stuck into all their new learning this term! We have 

been very busy in English, exploring new and revisiting traditional tales and enjoying a new version of 

‘Little Red Riding Hood.’ We have had fun analysing characters and settings, and we have almost 

published our very own fairy tales, complete with a book cover and blurb! The children have been 

incredibly proud of their writing, and I have been super impressed with how well they have been using 

all the different grammar we have been learning together- including lots of coordinating conjunctions 

and varied punctuation to make our writing more interesting. In Maths we have started looking at 

mass and have been using weighing scales to compare objects that are heavy and light and reading 

scales with increasing accuracy. Year 2 always enjoy doing hands-on practical Maths and are looking 

forward to doing lots more in the coming weeks as we move on to capacity. Our Science topic this 

term is all about habitats. So far, we have explored polar and desert habitats. We also enjoyed going 

outside and finding different minibeasts that live around all the little habitats in the playground in 

school. We learnt about how to use a tally and had a little competition as to how many different 

minibeasts we could find in different small habitats outside. The Peace Garden was the most popular 

with a variety of insects being found amongst the daffodils and under rocks! Excellent work everyone! 

In between all our new learning, we have made sure that our prayer table has been beautifully 

decorated for the season of Lent. The children have made ‘promises’ for Lent and we have discussed 

the importance of forgiveness in Prayer and Liturgy. As always, Year 2 were very considerate, kind 

and thoughtful during our discussions. 

Willow Class 

We have had such a fantastic week in Willow Class! In Maths we have been starting to merge our 

fractions and decimals learning together to solve conversion questions. The children have approached 

this with fantastic energy and resilience. Our English lessons have been full of Ancient Egypt facts and 

1920’s language with the children starting to write some formal letters. Science has been exciting this 

week, with a new unit of ‘The Heart’ being started. The children showed me some fantastic prior 

knowledge and interesting information. During RE we have been exploring Lent. It has been lovely to 

hear some of the stories told by the children about their own Lenten experiences at home. We made 

some personal and private Lenten promises to keep in our prayer corner. Very sadly, we will soon be 

saying goodbye to our amazing History topic ‘Ancient Egypt’, the children have absolutely loved this 

topic and we will be sad to finish up with some consolidation exercises over the next two weeks. 

Overall, Year 6 have worked so hard over the past few weeks, completing past papers, keeping focused 

and having a lovely attitude in and around school.  



ST. ALOYSIUS’ CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL 
CLASSROOM NEWS   

 

Bay Class 

I have been incredibly impressed with the hard work that has taken place in Bay Class over the past 

couple of weeks! Our genre focus in English has been Greek mythology, leading the children to write 

some of their own myths using all the narrative features we have learned. This has also taken us on 

to our next unit which is all about playscripts! The children will be adapting a traditional myth and 

transforming it into a playscript. We have used drama and performance to help us to understand the 

importance of stage directions which will be a big focus in their writing. In Maths, we have dived into 

our unit on decimals. We have been using place value charts and counters to compose, compare and 

order decimals with tenths, hundredths and thousandths. I am so proud of how the children have 

grasped these concepts and we are excited to move our learning on to focus on percentages! Year 5 

have continued to be thoroughly engaged with our History topic of Ancient Greece. They have 

especially enjoyed exploring the building of the Parthenon and why some Athenians were opposed to 

it, which we recreated using some role play. We then took a democratic vote, with the majority voting 

against the building of the Parthenon! We have been focusing on biology in Science by looking at the 

human life cycle and learning about all the different changes that take place during each life stage. 

The children have been speaking like scientists and applying new vocabulary which has been great to 

see. Our focus in RE has been Parables and sayings of Jesus. We started our unit by considering what 

a parable is and why Jesus decided to share important messages through parables. We then zoomed 

in on the Parable of the Good Samaritan, where the children considered the actions of each character 

and why they were so important. Bay Class have made exceptional progress in their swimming lessons, 

and it has been a joy to watch them grow in confidence week after week. We are busy practising songs 

for our Just Sing concert at the Schwarzman in two weeks’ time. We hope you can come and watch! 

Well done Year 5 for another two weeks of hard work, keep it up! 

Ash Class 

Ash Class have really enjoyed the book The Princess who Hid in a Tree. The children have written 

lovely information pages about St Frideswide. In English, we have started to write our own legends 

based on a character with a talent. In Maths, we have been identifying unit fractions, non-unit 

fractions, mixed numbers and improper fractions and placing them on a number line. The class 

continues to show great interest in our Topic on Anglo-Saxons, finding out about the Viking threat and 

King Alfred. The class enjoyed creating Anglo-Saxon shields in Art. In Science, we have started our 

topic on electricity and have been building and drawing electrical circuits. In RE, we have been 

exploring the story of the temptations of Jesus in the desert. The children have written lovely diary 

entries as Jesus based on the story. The class have really enjoyed invasion games in PE, learning 

different netball skills and participating in team games. The children enjoyed getting to dress up and 

create book covers on world book day. We have started rehearsing for our Easter play with Oak Class. 

   

🌐NEW SCHOOL WEBSITE 🌐 
Our school website has been updated! Please have a look at it yourself 

www.staloysius.net and send any feedback to the school office. 

http://www.staloysius.net/
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Acorn Class 

The last few weeks have been busy and full of play as ever in Acorn Class. We have been looking at 

the books ‘Oliver’s Vegetables’ and ‘Each Peach, Pear, Plum’ and ‘The Girl who Loved Bugs’ and the 

children have loved exploring the different themes. There has been vegetable tasting, vegetable 

printing, exploring nursery rhymes and bug observations to name just a few! As well as this, we have 

been learning about what a repeating pattern is and creating our own, slowly making them more 

complicated as the weeks have gone on. As the weather has improved, we have been spending more 

time outside, enjoying activities like building a Robin Hood den and making campfire music. For World 

Book Day, the children enjoyed a delicious croissant breakfast and shared some of their favourite 

books with each other and why they liked them. We then continued to explore books with some 

children, even having a go at creating their own! Well done for a great few weeks. 

Chestnut Class 

Over the past couple of weeks, Chestnut Class have enjoyed the start of our unit - ‘How was that 

built?’ - we started by zooming off in our Chestnut Space shuttle to the moon and thinking about how 

engineers and scientists have explored our solar system through the years. Within this topic we talked 

about all different planets, constellations and what we would need to pack on a space mission, we 

compared the moon and the earth and we had a go at wearing protective clothing (like astronauts 

have to) and then completing tasks using tools such as screwdrivers and pliers. We also enjoyed 

sequencing numbers backwards from twenty to zero to count down to blast off! This week we have 

begun to learn about how houses are designed and built and we are looking forward to a visit from 

Xavier’s dad who is an architect. We have been designing our own eco-houses and discussing ways 

that our houses can have the minimum impact on our environment including recycling rainwater, 

having flat roof top gardens and even solar panels! The children have been extremely excited to see 

a woodworking bench appear in our free flow provision, giving them the opportunity to tinker with 

tools, screws, nails and pieces of wood! If you are an expert in anything related to design, construction 

or engineering (or even if you are keen carpenter or DIY expert) then please do get in touch with Mrs 

Robinson, Chestnut class would love to learn from you! 

Oak Class 

In Oak Class, we have continued our topic about 'The Stone Age to the Iron Age'. We were lucky 

enough to visit Hill End for our trip this term. We had an amazing day that gave us chance to explore 

what life was like during the Mesolithic Era. We made shelters and axes, ‘hunted’ and even cooked 

bread on a fire. We all had a fabulous time. We used this as inspiration for our writing in English, when 

we wrote recounting our trip. In RE, we have been learning more about Lent and about the miracles 

that Jesus performed during his ministry on Earth.  Our current Science topic is Light. We have been 

learning about different light sources and discovering how shadows are formed. In Maths, we are 

learning about Mass and Capacity, we have been using kilograms and grams to describe the mass of 

objects and have found equivalent weights to 1kg. We have also started preparing for our Easter Play 

with Year 4, we cannott wait for you to see it! 

   



ADMISSIONS & ATTENDANCE 

ACORN NURSERY SPACES AVAILABLE 

 

Parents are welcome to come and visit our Acorn Nursery Class. It is a great 

opportunity to see our nursery in action and get a taste of our welcoming 

environment. You will be able spend time with our nursery staff and ask any 

questions you may have about your child starting in the nursery. 

For an appointment, please email admin.3842@st-aloysius.oxon.sch.uk or 

telephone 01863 311056. We look forward to welcoming you! 

ATTENDANCE 

The Department for Education and OFSTED define ‘good attendance’ as 96% and above and this is a 

measure that is used to make judgements about the school during inspections. As a school, we have 

developed a traffic light system for monitoring attendance and we share our fortnightly figure in 

newsletters. Parents can also review their child’s attendance in MCAS (MyChildAtSchool)! 

Please contact the school office if you need help with MCAS. 

Whole school attendance (compulsory aged children) = 96.55% @ 12/03/2026 

GREEN = 96% and above AMBER = 92% - 96% *national average RED = below 92% 

ABSENCE 

Absences should be reported to school daily and before 8.50am. Parents can report absences to the 

school office (01865 311056) or admin.3842@st-aloysius.oxon.sch.uk or MCAS text. s. 

 

FUTURE DIARY DATES 
MARCH 2026 

Wednesday 18th March Parent Evening (in person @ school) – visit 
https://staloysiuscp.schoolcloud.co.uk for appointment(s). 

Thursday 19th March 9.00am - MHST Child Anxiety Workshop @ school 

 Whole School Mass - 9.15am @ school – parents welcome. 

 Bay Class Swimming – remember kit! 

 Parent Evening (online) – visit 
https://staloysiuscp.schoolcloud.co.uk for appointment(s). 

Friday 20th March Year 3 Reconciliation @ The Oratory 

Monday 23rd March Year 3/4 Performance of Stations of The Cross – 2.15pm dress 
rehearsal – parents welcome. 

Tuesday 24th March Year 3/4 Performance of Stations of The Cross – 9.15am – parents 
welcome 

Wednesday 25th March Whole School Mass - 9.15am @ school – parents welcome. 

Thursday 26th March 9.00am - MHST Child Anxiety Workshop @ school 

 Bay Class Swimming – remember kit! 

 3.30pm to 3.45pm – Work Sharing (Reception to Year 6) 

Friday 27th March 8.35am t0 8.50am – Work Sharing (Reception to Year 6) 

 8.45am to 9.00am – Work Sharing (Acorn Nursery) 

 1.00pm – End of Spring Term 

APRIL 2026 

Monday 13th April 8.35am – Start of Summer Term 

Tuesday 14th April Year 5/6 – Home, Fire & Road Safety Talk (Fire Service) 

Monday 20th April Year 6 – IMPS @ John Radcliffe Hospital 

ADDITIONAL DATES 

Saturday 6th June First Holy Communion @ The Oratory 

Saturday 4th July Confirmation @ The Oratory 

 

https://staloysiuscp.schoolcloud.co.uk/
https://staloysiuscp.schoolcloud.co.uk/


  


